
Lesson	#7	
God’s	Love	for	Israel	

(8:	1-20)	

1	God's	Love	for	Israel	



Once	the	Israelites	cross	the	Jordan	River	and	begin	the	conquest	of	Canaan	
they	will	spend	an	en<re	genera<on	at	war;	indeed,	considerably	longer	than	a	
genera<on,	since	they	will	never	fully	conquer	the	land	un<l	the	<me	of	king	
David,	some	400	years	aDer	the	ini<al	invasion.			

On	the	plains	of	Moab	God	commands	that	when	the	Israelites	begin	their	
conquest,	they	should	put	the	conquered	people	“under	the	ban	.	.	.		make	no	
covenant	with	them	and	do	not	be	gracious	to	them	.	.	.	consume	all	the	
peoples	which	the	Lord,	your	God,	is	giving	over	to	you	.	.	.	do	not	look	on	them	
with	pity	.	.	.	make	their	names	perish	from	under	the	heavens”	(7:	2-24).	

When	the	conquest	begins,	God	says,	“kill	them	all.”	

Deuteronomy	7	raised	serious	moral	and	ethical	issues	when	viewed	through	
the	lens	of	21st-century	Chris<anity.		We	explored	some	of	those	issues	in	this	
lesson,	and	we	strove	to	understand	the	context	from	which	this	episode	
emerges.	

God's	Love	for	Israel	 2	



As	we	con<nue	the	introductory	sec<on	of	Moses’	2nd	Discourse	
(Deuteronomy	6-11),	Lesson	#7	reinforces	the	Shema	(6:	4-9),	in	which	God	
implores	the	Israelites	to	love	him	with	their	whole	heart,	whole	being	and	
whole	strength,	with	an	absolute,	all-consuming	and	singular	devo<on.	

Whereas	the	concern	in	Lesson	#6	reflected	Israel’s	fear	that	the	people	of	
Canaan	would	be	too	strong	for	them	to	defeat,	their	ci<es	too	powerful	to	
overthrow;	here	the	concern	reflects	God’s	fear	that	once	se[led	in	the	land	
and	enjoying	its	benefits,	Israel	will	forget	God	and	a[ribute	their	success	to	
their	own	efforts.		God	voiced	this	concern	earlier	in	6:	10-19,	but	here	it	is	
more	explicit,	more	overt.	

To	counter	God’s	fear	he	reminds	the	Israelites	how	he	“tested”	them	in	the	
wilderness,	a	“tes<ng”	aimed	at	revealing	God’s	genuine	love	for	his	people,	
while	probing	the	people’s	mo<ves	for	loving	God.			
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ADer	overcoming	staggering	odds	and	
achieving	great	success,	it	is	human	nature	
to	say	in	our	hearts:		“It	is	my	own	power	
and	the	strength	of	my	own	hand	that	has	
goJen	me	this	[success]”	(8:	17).	

We’ve	all	felt	that	way	at	one	<me	or	
another,	whether	it	be	athle<c	success,	
success	in	business	or	success	in	academic	
or	social	life.		We	forget—or	overlook—
that	it	was	God	who	gave	us	the	ability	to	
begin	with;	it	was	God	who	cleared	the	
path,	crea<ng	opportunity;	it	was	God	who	
blessed	us	along	the	way	and	who	watched	
over	us	along	the	journey.	
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God	addresses	forthrightly	
such	ingra<tude	in	a	nicely-
structured	chiasm:	
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Deuteronomy	8	

A 	Observe	God’s	commands	and	live	(1)	

	B 	Trial	in	the	wilderness	and	manna	(2-6)	

	 	C 	Prospering	and	thanking	God	(7-9)	

	 	C’ 	Prospering	and	forgefng	God	(10-14)	

	B’ 	Manna	and	trial	in	the	wilderness	(15-16)	

A’ 	Forget	God’s	commands	and	die	(17-20)		
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Deuteronomy	8	

A 	Observe	God’s	commands	and	live	(1)	

	B 	Trial	in	the	wilderness	and	manna	(2-6)	

	 	C 	Prospering	and	thanking	God	(7-9)	

	 	C’ 	Prospering	and	forgefng	God	(10-14)	

	B’ 	Manna	and	trial	in	the	wilderness	(15-16)	

A’ 	Forget	God’s	commands	and	die	(17-20)		
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8	God's	Love	for	Israel	

        “Be careful to observe this whole commandment 
that I enjoin on you today, that you may live 
and increase, and may enter in and possess the 
land which the Lord promised on oath to your 
ancestors.  Remember how for these forty years 
the Lord, your God, has directed all your 
journeying in the wilderness, so as to test you by 
affliction, to know what was in your heart:  to 
keep his commandments, or not.  He therefore let 
you be afflicted with hunger, and then fed you 
with manna . . . 



Chapter	8	begins	with	a	warning:		“Be	
careful!”		The	Hebrew	word	is	
“shamar”	[shah-mair’],	and	it	occurs	59	<mes	
in	Deuteronomy,	with	the	sense	of	“be	on	
guard”	or	“pay	close	a[en<on.”			

As	we’ve	noted	in	previous	lessons,	
Deuteronomy	is	first	and	foremost	a	didac<c	
work,	craDed	to	teach	the	Israelites	what	
they	need	to	know	about	their	rela<onship	
with	God	and	the	criteria	necessary	to	
prosper	in	the	land.	

Whether	spoken	to	those	on	the	plains	of	
Moab	or	to	those	recently	returned	from	the	
Babylonian	cap<vity,	the	message	is	clear:		
“Listen!”	
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Deuteronomy	8	

A 	Observe	God’s	commands	and	live	(1)	

	B 	Trial	in	the	wilderness	and	manna	(2-6)	

	 	C 	Prospering	and	thanking	God	(7-9)	

	 	C’ 	Prospering	and	forgefng	God	(10-14)	

	B’ 	Manna	and	trial	in	the	wilderness	(15-16)	

A’ 	Forget	God’s	commands	and	die	(17-20)		
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11	God's	Love	for	Israel	

        “Be careful to observe this whole commandment 
that I enjoin on you today, that you may live 
and increase, and may enter in and possess the 
land which the Lord promised on oath to your 
ancestors.  Remember how for these forty years 
the Lord, your God, has directed all your 
journeying in the wilderness, so as to test you by 
affliction, to know what was in your heart:  to 
keep his commandments, or not.  He therefore let 
you be afflicted with hunger, and then fed you 
with manna . . . 



12	God's	Love	for	Israel	

        “. . . a food unknown to you and your ancestors, 
so you might know that it is not by bread alone 
that people live, but by all that comes forth 
from the mouth of the Lord.  The clothing did 
not fall from you in tatters, nor did your feet 
swell these forty years.  So you must know in 
your heart that, even as a man disciplines his 
son, so the Lord, your God, disciplines you.  
Therefore, keep the commandments of the Lord, 
your God, by walking in his ways and fearing 
him.”   

          



We	have	looked	at	God	“tes<ng”	his	people	
earlier	Deuteronomy	6:	16,	where	God	
warned	his	people:		“You	shall	not	put	the	
Lord,	your	God,	to	the	test,	as	you	did	at	
Massah.”			

We	learned	that	the	Hebrew	word	“test”	is	
nacha	[nah-saw’],	and	it	means	to	“prove,”	
“test,”	or	“assay,”	as	one	“tests”	metal	by	
applying	heat	and	liquefying	it	to	determine	
its	cons<tuent	elements.	

When	applied	to	the	Israelites,	God	does	not	
“test”	them	to	understand	who	they	are;	he	
already	knows.		Rather,	he	“tests”	them	so	
they	can	understand	who	they	are.	

The	best	example	of	this	is	God	tes<ng	
Abraham:	
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Carvaggio.		Sacrifice	of	Isaac	(oil	on	canvas),	c.	1603.	
	Uffizi	Gallery,	Florence.	

14	God's	Love	for	Israel	



15	God's	Love	for	Israel	

        “Sometime afterward, God put Abraham to the test and said 
to him:  Abraham!  ‘Here I am!’ he said.  Then God said,  
‘Take your son Isaac, your only one, whom you love, and 
go to the land of Moriah.  There offer him up as a burnt 
offering on one of the heights that I will point out to you.  
Early the next morning Abraham saddled his donkey, took 
with him two of his servants and his son Isaac, and after 
cutting the wood for the burnt offering, set out for the 
place of which God had told him.  On the third day 
Abraham caught sight of the place from a distance.  
Abraham said to his servants:  ‘Stay here with the donkey 
while the boy and I go on over there.  We will worship 
and then come back to you . . . 



16	God's	Love	for	Israel	

        “. . . So Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering 
and laid it on his son Isaac, while he himself carried the 
fire and the knife.  As the two walked on together, Isaac 
spoke to his father Abraham, ‘Father!’  he said.  ‘Here I 
am,’ he replied.  Isaac continued, ‘Here are the fire and 
the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?’  
‘My son,’ Abraham answered, ‘God will provide the lamb for 
the burnt offering.’  Then the two walked on together.  
When they came to the place of which God had told him, 
Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it.  
Next he bound his son Isaac and put him on top of the 
wood on the altar.  Then Abraham reached out and took 
the knife to slaughter his son . . .” 

        (Genesis 22: 1-10) 
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This	is	an	extraordinarily	complex	episode,	
one	that	probes	the	very	depths	of	
Abraham’s	soul.	

The	tension	in	the	story	ratchets	upward	with	
every	step	toward	Mt.	Moriah,	Abraham	
struggling	with	himself	and	with	God.		
Abraham	knew	that	the	promise	of	the	
covenant	flowed	through	his	son,	Isaac.		How,	
then,	could	God	require	Isaac’s	sacrifice?	

On	the	one	hand,	Abraham	is	certain	that—
somehow—God	will	intervene:		“Stay	here	
with	the	donkey,”	he	said	to	his	servants,	
“while	the	boy	and	I	go	on	over	there.		We	
will	worship	and	then,	[we]	will	come	back	to	
you”	(22:	4).	

And	yet,	Abraham	has	his	knife	at	Isaac’s	
throat,	ready	to	slice.	
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At	the	last	moment,	of	course:			

“.	.	.	the	angel	of	the	Lord	called	to	him	from	
heaven,	‘Abraham,	Abraham!	.	.	.	do	not	lay	a	
hand	on	the	boy	.	.	.	do	not	do	the	least	thing	to	
him.		For	now	I	know	that	you	fear	God,	since	you	
did	not	withhold	from	me	your	son,	your	only	
one.”		

	 	 	 	 	(22:	11-12)	

But	Abraham	could	not	have	known	this	
beforehand;	later	Scripture	speculates:	

“By	faith	Abraham,	when	put	to	the	test,	offered	
up	Isaac,	and	he	who	had	received	the	promises	
was	ready	to	offer	his	only	son,	of	whom	it	was	
said,	‘Through	Isaac	descendants	shall	bear	your	
name.’		He	reasoned	that	God	was	able	to	raise	
even	from	the	dead,	and	he	received	Isaac	back	as	
a	symbol.”	

	 	 	 	 	(Hebrews	11:	17-19)	
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That’s	an	easy	conclusion	to	reach	in	
light	of	Jesus’	resurrec<on	and	of	
reading	the	Hebrew	Scriptures	as	
foreshadowing	events	in	the	New	
Testament,	of	reading	Scripture	
typologically,	aDer	the	fact.	

But	it	fails	to	grasp	the	visceral	fear	
and	terror	of	the	immediate	event,	of	
Abraham	walking	his	own	“way	of	the	
cross.”	

In	the	end,	Abraham	simply	leaps	into	
the	pitch-black	abyss,	trus<ng	that	he	
will	fall	into	the	arms	of	a	loving	God.	

And	he	does.	
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Remember	the	“angel	of	the	Lord’s”	
words:		“Now	I	know	that	you	fear	
God,	since	you	did	not	withhold	from	
me	your	son,	your	only	one”	(22:	12).	

This	“fear”	[Hebrew	=	yare	(yah-ray’)]	
lies	far	beyond	the	fear	of	
punishment,	far	beyond	the	fringes	of	
dread;	it	is	rooted	deeply	at	the	
center	of	profound	awe	and	
reverence,	triggered	by	the	
shimmering	transcendence	of	God,	by	
the	imminent	presence	of	the	
numinous.	
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It	is	this	presence	that	the	Israelites	
experience	at	Mount	Sinai	as	the	mountain	
quakes,	belching	fire	and	smoke,	as	God’s	
voice	thunders	amidst	peals	of	lightning	and	
the	booming	echo	of	rolling	thunder.	

The	people	quake	in	fear:		“Do	not	let	God	
speak	to	us,	or	we	shall	die,”	to	which	Moses	
replies,	“Do	not	be	afraid,	for	God	has	come	
only	to	test	you	and	put	the	fear	of	him	upon	
you”	(20:	19-20).		

It	is	this	“tes<ng”	that	the	Israelites	
experience	during	their	40	years	in	the	
wilderness.	
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Steven	L.	Cook	observes:	

“Tes[ng	.	.	.	draws	people	out	of	a	dull	acceptance	
of	workaday	normalcy	and	thrusts	them	before	
the	vastness	of	God’s	numinous	otherness.		It	
withdraws	the	calcula[ons	and	economics	that	
support	banal	existence,	subs[tu[ng	a	God-
directed	wonder	and	bonding.”1	

Theologically,	such	tes<ng	probes	the	depths	
of	one’s	rela<onship	with	God.		It	is	one	thing	
to	love	God	for	what	he	gives	us;	it	is	quite	
another	to	love	God	for	who	he	is,	even	at	
the	cost	of	that	which	we	value	most.	

1	Reading	Deuteronomy,	a	Literary	and	Theological	
Commentary	(Macon,	Georgia:		Smyth	&	Helwys	
Publishers,	Inc.,	2015),	p.	89.	
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24	God's	Love	for	Israel	

        “Be careful to observe this whole commandment 
that I enjoin on you today, that you may live 
and increase, and may enter in and possess the 
land which the Lord promised on oath to your 
ancestors.  Remember how for these forty years 
the Lord, your God, has directed all your 
journeying in the wilderness, so as to test you by 
affliction, to know what was in your heart:  to 
keep his commandments, or not.  He therefore let 
you be afflicted with hunger, and then fed you 
with manna . . . 



25	God's	Love	for	Israel	

        “. . . a food unknown to you and your ancestors, 
so you might know that it is not by bread alone 
that people live, but by all that comes forth 
from the mouth of the Lord.  The clothing did 
not fall from you in tatters, nor did your feet 
swell these forty years.  So you must know in 
your heart that, even as a man disciplines his 
son, so the Lord, your God, disciplines you.  
Therefore, keep the commandments of the Lord, 
your God, by walking in his ways and fearing 
him.”   
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The	Gathering	of	Manna	(oil	on	panel	[once	part	of	a	large	altarpiece]),	c.	1460-1470.	
Charthouse	Museum,	Douai,	France.	



When	the	people	hungered	in	the	wilderness,	
God	provided	manna,	daily	bread	from	
heaven;	when	they	were	thirsty,	God	
provided	water	from	a	flinty	rock.	

“The	Lord	said	to	Moses,	I	am	going	to	rain	down	
bread	from	heaven	for	you.		Each	day	the	people	
are	to	go	out	and	gather	their	daily	por[on;	thus	
will	I	test	them,	to	see	whether	they	follow	my	
instruc[ons	or	not.		On	the	sixth	day,	however,	
when	they	prepare	what	they	bring	in,	let	it	be	
twice	as	much	as	they	gather	on	the	other	days.”	

	 	 	 	(Exodus	16:	4-5)	

The	manna	could	not	be	keep	over	night:	

“Moses	said	to	them,	‘Let	no	one	leave	any	of	it	
over	un[l	morning.’		But	they	did	not	listen	to	
Moses,	and	some	kept	a	part	of	it	over	un[l	
morning,	and	it	became	wormy	and	stank.”	

	 	 	 	(Exodus	16:	19)	
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But	why	daily	manna?		Through	hardship	and	
suffering,	God	was	teaching	his	people	to	
trust	him.	

Jesus	learned	that	lesson	well.		During	his		
40-days	of	fas<ng	and	tempta<on	in	the	
wilderness,	Satan	appeared	to	Jesus	and	said:	

“If	you	are	the	Son	of	God,	command	that	these	
stones	become	loaves	of	bread.”			

He	said	in	reply:		

“One	does	not	live	by	bread	alone,	but	by	every	
word	that	comes	forth	from	the	mouth	of	God”		

	 	 	 	 	(Ma[hew	4:	3-4).	

And	as	we	noted	in	Lesson	#5,	when	Jesus	
teaches	us	to	pray	he	says,	“Give	us	today	our	
daily	bread”	(Ma[hew	6:	11).	
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29	God's	Love	for	Israel	

        “. . . a food unknown to you and your ancestors, 
so you might know that it is not by bread alone 
that people live, but by all that comes forth 
from the mouth of the Lord.  The clothing did 
not fall from you in tatters, nor did your feet 
swell these forty years.  So you must know in 
your heart that, even as a man disciplines his 
son, so the Lord, your God, disciplines you.  
Therefore, keep the commandments of the Lord, 
your God, by walking in his ways and fearing 
him.”   

          



Not	me.		

God's	Love	for	Israel	

That	is	remarkable.		You	
wear	out	a	pair	of	pants	
just	by	sifng	around,	
and	your	feet	smell		

all	the	<me.	

Why	that’s	remarkable!		ADer	40	
years	in	the	wilderness	their	
clothing	did	not	wear	out,	nor	
aDer	all	that	walking	did	their	

feet	swell!	
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The	Israelites	spent	40	years	in	the	
wilderness	for	a	purpose.		They	had	been	
slaves	in	Egypt	for	400	years,	they	knew	
absolutely	nothing	about	God,	and	they	were	
certainly	not	prepared	to	invade	and	conquer	
the	land	of	Canaan.	

Because	God	loved	them,	he	brought	the	
Israelites	out	of	Egypt,	and	he	trained	and	
prepared	them	during	that	40	years,	a	<me	
during	which	the	en<re	1st	genera<on	(except	
Joshua	and	Caleb)	died,	and	a	new	
genera<on	grew	up,	hardened	by	the	
wilderness	experience.	

Think	of	it	as	40	years	of	Marine	Corps	boot	
camp!	

God's	Love	for	Israel	 32	



God's	Love	for	Israel	 33	



But	it’s	not	just	becoming	trained	and	
toughened	to	go	to	war	in	Canaan,	it’s	also	to	
experience	God,	to	live	in	his	presence,	to	
stand	in	the	bright	light	of	the	numinous	and	
to	bask	in	the	infinite,	muscular	love	of	a	
transcendent	God.	

It	is	for	every	Israelite	to	know	in	his	heart	
that	“even	as	a	man	disciplines	his	son,	so	the	
Lord,	your	God,	disciplines	you”	(8:	5).		

This	is	true	love,	a	love	that	addresses	God	as	
a	profoundly	patriarchal	“Father,”	not	
“Daddy,”	as	some	suggest;	this	is	love	elicited	
by	the	numinous;	love	grounded	in	awe;	love	
for	which	one	is	willing	to	die—not	for	any	
reward	or	punishment,	however	great—but	
for	its	own	sake.	
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Not	me.		

God's	Love	for	Israel	

That’s	right.		God	is	not	some	
caricature	who	trades	

prosperity	for	loyalty,	riches	
for	righteousness.		He	is	all	

about	rela[onship.		

So	Deuteronomy	is	not	simply	a	set	of	
laws	and	a	rigid	system	of	rewards	and	
punishments,	as	many	people	think;		

rather,	Deuteronomy	expresses	a	mode	
of	living	that	is	deeply	rooted	in	a	
profound	love	of	God	and	of	his		

love	for	us.		
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Deuteronomy	8	

A 	Observe	God’s	commands	and	live	(1)	

	B 	Trial	in	the	wilderness	and	manna	(2-6)	

	 	C 	Prospering	and	thanking	God	(7-9)	

	 	C’ 	Prospering	and	forgefng	God	(10-14)	

	B’ 	Manna	and	trial	in	the	wilderness	(15-16)	

A’ 	Forget	God’s	commands	and	die	(17-20)		
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37	God's	Love	for	Israel	

        “For the Lord, your God, is bringing you into a good 
country, a land with streams of water, with springs and 
fountains welling up in the hills and valleys, a land of 
wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, 
of olive trees and of honey, a land where you will always 
have bread and where you will lack nothing, a land whose 
stones contain iron and in whose hills you can mine copper.  
But when you have eaten and are satisfied you must bless 
the Lord, your God, for the good land he has given you.  
Be careful not to forget the Lord, your God, by failing to 
keep his commandments and ordinances and statutes which I 
enjoin on you today:  lest when you have eaten and are 
satisfied and have built fine houses and lived in them . . . 



As	Robert	Alter	rightly	points	out,	the	
“rhetoric	of	admoni<on”	in	
Deuteronomy	(“Be	careful”	.	.	.)	is	
complemented	by	a	“rhetoric	of	
fulfillment”	in	the	rich	abundance	
that	the	land	will	provide.		Verses	7-9	
roll	on	in	a	series	of	good	things:		
“streams	of	water,”	“springs	and	
fountains,”	hills	and	valleys,”	“wheat	
and	barley,”	“vines	and	fig	trees	and	
pomegranates.”		

Indeed,	it	is	a	land	of	“milk	and	
honey,”	a	veritable	Garden	of	Eden!	
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Deuteronomy	8	

A 	Observe	God’s	commands	and	live	(1)	

	B 	Trial	in	the	wilderness	and	manna	(2-6)	

	 	C 	Prospering	and	thanking	God	(7-9)	

	 	C’ 	Prospering	and	forgefng	God	(10-14)	

	B’ 	Manna	and	trial	in	the	wilderness	(15-16)	

A’ 	Forget	God’s	commands	and	die	(17-20)		
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With	such	a	cornucopia	of	
delights,	it	is	easy	to	forget	
God	who	provided	them	
for	you!	
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        “For the Lord, your God, is bringing you into a good 
country, a land with streams of water, with springs and 
fountains welling up in the hills and valleys, a land of 
wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, 
of olive trees and of honey, a land where you will always 
have bread and where you will lack nothing, a land whose 
stones contain iron and in whose hills you can mine copper.  
But when you have eaten and are satisfied you must bless 
the Lord, your God, for the good land he has given you.  
Be careful not to forget the Lord, your God, by failing to 
keep his commandments and ordinances and statutes which I 
enjoin on you today:  lest when you have eaten and are 
satisfied and have built fine houses and lived in them . . . 
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        “. . . and your herds and flocks have increased, your silver 
and gold has increased and all your property has increased, 
you then become haughty of heart and forget the Lord, 
your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, that 
house of slavery; he guided you through that vast and 
terrible wilderness with its saraph serpents and scorpions, 
its parched and waterless ground; he brought forth water 
for you from the flinty rock and fed you in the wilderness 
with manna, a food unknown to your ancestors, that he 
might afflict you and test you, but also make you 
prosperous in the end.” 

         



No<ce	that	God	says,	“when	you	have	
eaten	and	are	sa[sfied	you	must	bless	the	
Lord,	your	God,	for	the	good	land	he	has	
given	you”	(8:	10).		

This	leads	to	the	Jewish	tradi<on	of	saying	
grace	aber	a	meal,	not	before,	as	well	as	to	
the	custom	of	blessing	God	for	providing	
the	food,	not	blessing	the	food	itself!			

This	tradi<on	goes	all	the	way	back	to	the	
<me	of	Jesus,	for	such	blessings	occur	as	
early	as	the	Dead	Sea	Scrolls.2	

The	next	verse	begins	with	a	quick	
transi<on,	“Be	careful,”	stressing	the	
danger	of	forgefng	God.	

2	Moshe	Weinfeld.		“Grace	aDer	Meals	in	Qumran,”	
JBL	111	(1992),	pp.	427-428.	
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Deuteronomy	8	

A 	Observe	God’s	commands	and	live	(1)	

	B 	Trial	in	the	wilderness	and	manna	(2-6)	

	 	C 	Prospering	and	thanking	God	(7-9)	

	 	C’ 	Prospering	and	forgefng	God	(10-14)	

	B’ 	Manna	and	trial	in	the	wilderness	(15-16)	

A’ 	Forget	God’s	commands	and	die	(17-20)		
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        “. . . and your herds and flocks have increased, your silver 
and gold has increased and all your property has increased, 
you then become haughty of heart and forget the Lord, 
your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, that 
house of slavery; he guided you through that vast and 
terrible wilderness with its saraph serpents and scorpions, 
its parched and waterless ground; he brought forth water 
for you from the flinty rock and fed you in the wilderness 
with manna, a food unknown to your ancestors, that he 
might afflict you and test you, but also make you 
prosperous in the end.” 

         



The	“seraph	serpents”	men<oned	here	recall	
the	cringe-worthy	episode	in	Numbers		
21:	6-9,	in	which	the	Israelites	make	camp	on	
a	pile	of	vipers	and	many	people	are	bi[en	
and	die!	

“Seraph”	derives	from	the	Hebrew	verb	“to	
burn”	[saraph],	invoking	the	“fiery”	venom	of	
a	viper’s	bite.		It	is	also	used	of	the	“fiery	
angels”	of	Isaiah	6,	called	“Seraphim”	in	
English.	

The	most	common	snake	in	the	Negev	Desert	
that	produces	such	symptoms	is	the	Israeli	
Mole	Viper.		It’s	venom	contains	sarafotoxins	
which	rou<nely	cause	arrhythmia,	severe	
heart	failure	and	death,	according	to	the	
Center	for	Emergency	Environmental	
Medicine	at	the	Hadassah	Medical	Center	in	
Ein	Kerem,	Israel.		
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Israeli	Mole	Viper	[Atractaspis	engaddensis],	
	the	“fiery	serpent”	of	Numbers	21	and	Deuteronomy	8.	



Deuteronomy	8	

A 	Observe	God’s	commands	and	live	(1)	

	B 	Trial	in	the	wilderness	and	manna	(2-6)	

	 	C 	Prospering	and	thanking	God	(7-9)	

	 	C’ 	Prospering	and	forgefng	God	(10-14)	

	B’ 	Manna	and	trial	in	the	wilderness	(15-16)	

A’ 	Forget	God’s	commands	and	die	(17-20)		
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“Otherwise, you might say in your heart, ‘It is my own 
power and the strength of my own hand that has got 
me this wealth.’  Remember then the Lord, your God, 
for he is the one who gives you the power to get 
wealth, by fulfilling, as he has now done, the covenant 
he swore to your ancestors.  But if you do forget the 
Lord, your God, and go after other gods, serving and 
bowing down to them, I bear witness to you this day 
that you will perish utterly.  Like the nations which 
the Lord destroys before you, so shall you too perish 
for not listening to the voice of the Lord, your God.”  

         



Not	me.		

God's	Love	for	Israel	

That’s	for	
sure!	

Now,	there’s	a	
lesson	to	be	
learned!	
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1.   Why	does	God	“test”	the	Israelites?	

2.   To	what	kind	of	“tests”	does	God	subject	the	
Israelites?	

3.   What	does	God	mean	when	he	says,	“It	is	not	by	bread	
alone	that	people	live,	but	by	all	that	comes	forth	from	
the	mouth	of	the	Lord?”	

4.   God	describes	the	Promised	Land	as	extraordinarily	
lush	and	fer<le.		By	giving	the	Israelites	this	land	
gra[s,	what	does	God	risk?	

5.   In	God’s	eyes,	what	is	wrong	with	people	being	
wealthy	and	self-sufficient?	
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