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Joshua/Judges/Ruth 
 
Traditional Authors:  Joshua:   Joshua or Samuel 

Judges:   Samuel 
Ruth:    Samuel 

 
Traditional Date Written: c. 1406-970 B.C. 
 
Period Covered:  c. 1406-1050 B.C. 
 
 
Introduction 

 
The Hebrew canon divides scripture into three categories:  Law, Prophets and 

Writings.  In this arrangement, Joshua heads “The Prophets,” with Judges following 
second, while Ruth is placed in “The Writings.”  In the Christian canon, however, Joshua, 
Judges and Ruth follow sequentially, continuing the linear narrative that begins in 
Genesis and extends through Esther.  Although written by different authors at different 
times, Joshua, Judges and Ruth function together, continuing the on-going story.  From 
this perspective, Joshua and Judges fit seamlessly together, while Ruth is a recapitulation 
to the “time when the Judges ruled” (Ruth 1:1). 

 
The book of Joshua received its name from its principle character, and the Talmud 

tells us that “Joshua wrote his own book,” although Talmudic tradition suggests that 
Eleazar, Aaron’s son, recorded the death of Joshua in the book’s final chapter, and 
Phinehas, Eleazar’s son, recorded the death of his father.  During medieval times, the 
Jewish scholar, Abrabanel, proposed that Samuel wrote Joshua, believing that the 
recurring expression “until this day” indicates a considerable lapse of time between the 
events in the story and its writing.   

 
Judges draws its name from the fact that several of its main characters are said to 

have “judged” Israel, although the Hebrew verb (sopetim) has a much wider semantic 
range than the strictly judicial function of modern times.  Better translated “ruler” or 
“leader” than “judge,” the thirteen judges in our narrative lead Israel during times of 
national crisis.  The Talmud identifies Samuel as the author of Judges, although one 
could certainly argue that Judges is an anthology of several separate stories, compiled at a 
later time. 

 
Like Joshua, Ruth draws its title from its principle character, and the Talmud 

attributes authorship to Samuel.  Modern scholarship, of course, takes issue with the 
traditional authorship, but there is little compelling evidence supporting anyone else.  

 
Joshua, Judges and Ruth take us into a tumultuous time in Israel’s history.  After 

four hundred years of slavery, the Exodus and a grueling forty years in the wilderness, a 
new generation, born into and hardened by the wilderness experience, is poised to invade 
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and conquer the Promised Land.  The job requires strict obedience to God’s command 
and a ruthless determination to follow God’s lead.  In Joshua, the Israelites begin the 
conquest at Jericho, totally destroying everything and everyone in the city, and they 
spread the invasion into the central mountain range, and then to the north, south and 
coastal plain.  By the end of the book, the land is subdued and allocated to its new 
inhabitants.  Joshua is a book of conquest. 

 
Judges is a book of settlement.  At this point in our story, Israel is no more than a 

loose confederation of twelve tribes, each living life in rather isolated tribal territories 
bounded by mountains, rivers and valleys, having little to do with one another.  When 
outside forces threaten, the tribes coalesce and a leader—or judge—emerges to fight off 
the threat.  Once it is subdued, the tribes revert back to a loose confederation.  All the 
while, however, as one generation succeeds another, the leaders become weaker and the 
people more corrupt, until the final, terrible story of the Levite from the hill country of 
Ephraim and his concubine triggers the slaughter—and near-extermination—of the entire 
tribe of Benjamin by their brother Israelites.  Indeed, “in those days Israel had no king, 
and everyone did that which was right in his own eyes.”  In a time of political, economic 
and religious chaos, the Israelites have become worse that the people who were in the 
land to begin with, and as readers we can only ask: “What happened to the theme of 
redemption introduced in Genesis 12?” 

 
Ruth answers the question.  Back “in the days when the judges ruled,” there was 

Naomi, Ruth and Boaz.  In sharp contrast to Joshua and Judges, Ruth presents the 
greatest love story in the Scripture, the love between Ruth and her mother-in-law, Naomi, 
and the love between Ruth and her suitor, Boaz.  When we leave the book of Judges and 
look back over our shoulder, we see a charred, smoking and bloody landscape, reeking of 
death and destruction.  But if we look closely, we see a flash of light in the muck, the 
sparkle of a diamond in the mire:  Ruth.  Only four chapters long, Ruth moves us from 
the dark days of the judges to the bright light of a new dawn.  For the great love story of 
Naomi, Ruth and Boaz leads us to the birth of Obed, the father of Jesse, the father of king 
David.  At the end of Ruth we are on the cusp, poised between chaos and Camelot.   
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Joshua/ Judges/ Ruth  
Outline 

 
 

I. Conquest (Joshua 1:1-24:33) 
 

A. Prologue (“Be strong and courageous”) (1:1-18) 
 
B. Staging for War (2:1-5:12) 

i. Reconnaissance mission to Jericho (2:1-24) 
1. Spies commissioned by Joshua (2:1) 
2. Spies enter Jericho (2:2-7) 
3. Rahab’s confession and bargain (2:8-14) 
4. Spies leave Jericho (2:15-21) 
5. Spies report back to Joshua (2:22-24) 
 

ii. Crossing the Jordan (3:1-4:24) 
1. Preparation (3:1-8) 
2. Crossing (3:9-17) 
3. Memorial (4:1-24) 
 

iii. Ritual Preparation (5:1-12) 
1. Circumcision (5:1-8) 
2. Passover celebration (5:9-10) 
3. Manna stops (5:11-12) 
 

C. Attack (5:13-13:7) 
 

i. Joshua meets the commander of the Lord’s army (5:13-6:5) 
1. Strategy for Jericho’s defeat revealed (6:2-5) 

ii. The defeat of Jericho (6:6-6:27) 
1. Strategy implemented (6:6-27) 

iii. The defeat of Ai (7:1-8:29) 
1. First attempt (7:1-26) 

a. Spies commissioned by Joshua (7:2-3) 
b. Israelites defeated (7:4-5) 

2. Cause of defeat:  Achan’s sin (7:6-26) 
a. Inquiry (7:6-12) 
b. Identifying guilty party (7:13-23) 
c. Punishing Achan (7:24-26) 

3. Second attempt (8:1-29) 
a. Strategy for Ai’s defeat revealed (3:1-2) 
b. Strategy implemented (3:3-29) 
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4. Reaffirming the covenant (8:30-35) 
a. Joshua erects altar on Mt. Ebal (8:30-31) 
b. Joshua writes the words of the Law on stones (8:32-

33) 
c. Joshua reads the words of the Law to the people 

(8:34-35) 
iv. Gibeonite deception (9:1-27) 
 
v. Defeat of the Amorite coalition (10:1-28) 

1. Amorite coalition forms (10:1-5) 
2. Joshua attacks (10:6-15) 

a. The “sun stands still” over Gibeon (10:12-14) 
3. Amorite kings killed (10:16-28) 
 

vi. Defeat of the southern territories (10:29-43) 
 
vii. Defeat of the northern territories (11:1-23) 
 
viii. List of defeated kings (12:1-24) 
 
ix. Land still to be taken (13:1-7) 
 

D. Conquered land allocated (13:8-21:45) 
 

i. Land east of the Jordan River (13:8-33) 
1. Overview (13:8-14) 
2. Ruben (13:15-23) 
3. Gad (13:24-28) 
4. Half of Manasseh (13:29-31) 
5. Summary (13:30-33) 

ii. Land west of the Jordan River (14:1-21:45) 
1. Overview (14:1-5) 
2. Hebron given to Caleb (14:6-15) 
3. Judah (15:1-63) 
4. The Sons of Joseph:  Manasseh and Ephraim (16:1-17:18) 

a. Overview (16:1-4) 
b. Ephraim (16:5-10) 
c. Manasseh (17:1-13) 
d. Summary (17:14-18) 

5. The Rest of the Tribes (18:1-21:45) 
a. Overview (18:1-10) 
b. Benjamin (18:11-28) 
c. Simeon (19:1-9) 
d. Zebulun (19:10-16) 
e. Issachar (19:17-23) 
f. Asher (19:24-31) 
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g. Naphtali (19:32-39) 
h. Dan (19:40-48) 

6. Land given to Joshua (19:49-51) 
7. Cities of refuge (20:1-9) 
8. Towns for the Levites (21:1-45) 
 

E. Eastern tribes return home (22:1-34) 
 

F. Joshua’s farewell (23:1-24:28) 
 
i. Words of warning (23:1-16) 
ii. Covenant renewed at Shechem (24:1-28) 

 
G. Epilogue (24:29-33)  

 
II. Settlement (Judges 1:1-21:25) 
 

A. Prologue (1:1-3:6) 
 

1. From success to failure, from victory to defeat (1:1-36) 
2. The commander of the Lord’s army resigns (2:1-5) 
3. The pattern of failure (2:6-3:6) 

 
B. Leadership emerges:  the judges—good, bad and ugly (3:7-16:31) 
 

1. Judge #1:  Othniel (3:7-11) 
2. Judge #2:  Ehud (3:12-30) 
3. Judge #3:  Shamgar (3:31) 
4. Judge #4:  Deborah (4:1-5:31) 
5. Judge #5:  Gideon (6:1-8:35) 
6. Judge #6:  Abimelech (9:1-57) 
7. Judge #7:  Tola (10:1-2) 
8. Judge #8:  Jair (10:3-5) 
9. Judge #9:  Jephthah (10:6-12:7) 
10. Judge #10:  Ibzan (12:8-10) 
11. Judge #11:  Elon (12:11-12) 
12. Judge #12:  Abdon (12:13-15) 
13. Judge #13:  Samson (13:1-16:31) 
 [Bold indicates “major” judges.] 
 

C. Israel fails utterly (17:1-21:24) 
 

1. Michah and his idols (17:1-13) 
2. Dan rejects its inheritance and attacks peaceful Laish (18:1-31) 
3. The loathsome Levite and his concubine (19:1-30) 
4. Israel slaughters their brother Benjamites (20:1-48) 
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5. The ultimate self-deception (21:1-24) 
 
D. Epilogue (“In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit”) 

(21:25) 
 
III. Recapitulation (Ruth 1:1-4:22) 
 

A. Prologue (“Back in the days when the judges ruled . . .”) (1:1-5) 
 
1.  Famine in the land (1:1a) 
2. The move from Bethlehem to Moab (1:1b-2) 
3. Death of Naomi’s husband, Elimelech (1:3a) 
4. Naomi’s sons, Mahlon and Kilion,  
 marry Orpah and Ruth, Moabite girls (1:3b-4a) 
5.  Death of Mahlon and Kilion,   
 leaving Naomi empty and destitute (1:4b-5)  

 
B. Act 1:  The Return to Bethlehem (1:6-22) 
 
C. Act 2:  In the Fields of Boaz (2:1-23) 
 
D. Act 3:  The Encounter at the Threshing Floor (3:1-18) 
 
E. Act 4:  The Resolution at the City Gate (4:1-12) 
 
F. Act 5:  “A Son Is Born to Naomi!” (4:13-17) 
 
G. Epilogue (From “back in the days when the judges ruled” to David . . .) 

(4:18-22) 
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Joshua,	Judges	&	Ruth 

Syllabus		
	
	
Week	1	(September	12,	13)	
	
Lesson	#1:	“Be	strong	and	courageous	.	.	.”	(Joshua	1:	1	–	2:	24)	

 
At the end of Deuteronomy, Moses commissioned Joshua to lead the conquest of the 
Promised Land, and Moses himself climbed to the top of Mt. Nebo, gazed at the land 
and died. 
 
As we enter the book of Joshua, the Israelites are staging for war and preparing to 
cross the Jordan River to attack Jericho.  Joshua has very big shoes to fill, and he 
faces an extremely difficult job, leading the unruly Israelites as they invade Canaan, a 
mountainous land with fortified cities, peopled with seasoned warriors. 
 
Jericho sits atop a plateau, overlooking the Jordan Valley.  From Jericho to the Jordan 
River measures roughly 5 miles; the Jordan River to the mountains of Moab another 5 
miles.  The men of Jericho can watch every move the Israelites make, long before the 
Israelites get anywhere close to the city.  There is no element of surprise.  
 
Every battle commander needs good intelligence about the enemy:  How many 
fighting men are there?  What does the city look like inside?  What are their defenses?  
What are their weaknesses?  Joshua sends two spies into Jericho to find out. 
 
What they discover ensures that the city will fall!  

	
	
Lesson	#2:		Crossing	the	Jordan	River	(Joshua	3:	1	–	5:	12)		
	

The	Jordan	River	begins	at	the	snow-capped,	9,232	foot	summit	of	the	Mount	
Hermon	range,	110	miles	north	of	Jericho	(as	the	crow	flies).		Three	major	runoff	
streams	form	the	upper	Jordan	River,	which	flows	into	the	Sea	of	Galilee,	700	
feet	below	sea	level.		From	the	Sea	of	Galilee	the	lower	Jordan	River	flows	south	
into	the	Dead	Sea,	1,407	feet	below	sea	level.		Thus,	the	Jordan	River	drops	
10,639	feet	along	its	156-mile	length.	
	
The	Israelites	cross	the	Jordan	River	during	the	April/May	grain	harvest,	when	
“the	Jordan	is	at	flood	stage”	(Joshua	3:	15).		This	is	hugely	significant,	for	the	
river	is	roaring	with	class-4	rapids!	
	
How	do	the	Israelites	do	this?	
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Assignment	
	

Read:		Read	Joshua	1:	1	–	5:	12.	
	
Enrichment		Material	

	
Lawrence	Boadt,	“The	Israelite	Possession	of	Canaan:		the	Books	of	Joshua	and	

Judges,”	Reading	the	Old	Testament,	an	Introduction	(New	York:		Paulist	
Press,	2012),	pp.	164-178.	

	
Leslie	J.	Hoppe,	“The	Deuteronomistic	History:		Joshua	”	The	Catholic	Study	Bible,	

pp.	149-156.	
	
	

Week	2	(September	19,	20)	
	
Lesson	#3:			 “And	the	walls	came	tumblin’	down	.	.	.”	(Joshua	5:	13	–	6:	27)	
	

Once	across	the	Jordan	River,	the	Israelites	still	have	another	5	miles	to	go,	and	
they	must	climb	up	the	sloping	plateau.		Meanwhile,	the	men	of	Jericho	have	had	
ample	time	to	prepare	their	defenses:		archers	on	the	walls,	hot	oil	and	large	
stones.	
	
How	will	Joshua	solve	this	impossible	tactical	problem?	
	
	

Lesson	#4:		 Trouble	at	Ai	(Joshua	7:	1	–	8:	35)	
 
After conquering Jericho and putting it under the ban—killing every living thing in it and 
burning the city to ashes—the Israelites move north-west, up into the central mountain 
range to attack Ai.  Once again, Joshua sends spies to gather intel, and when they come 
back they report: “Do not send all the people up; if only about two or three thousand go 
up, they can attack and overcome Ai” (7: 3). 
 
The Israelites seriously underestimate the men of Ai, and they get their butts kicked! 
 
Joshua needs a new strategy. 
	

Assignment	
	

Read:		Read	Joshua	5:	13	–	8:	35.	
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Week	3	(September	26,	27)	
	
Lesson	#5:		 	The	Sun	Stands	Still	(Joshua	9:	1	–	10:	43)	
 

In the wake of Joshua’s victories, five Amorite tribal warlords gather for a war 
council:  Adoni-Zedek, king of Jerusalem; Hoham, king of Hebron; Piram, king of 
Jarmuth; Japhia, king of Lachish; and Debir, king of Eglon.  They join forces and 
position their troops to attack Joshua and the Israelites. 
 
Meanwhile, Joshua gets word of the troop movements, and after a blistering all-night 
forced-march, Joshua attacks in the dead of night, in the midst of a furious storm.   
 
Desperately needing more time to defeat the enemy, Joshua prays to God and we 
read: “The sun halted halfway across the heavens; not for an entire day did it press 
on.  Never before or since was there a day like this when the Lord obeyed the voice of 
a man.” (10: 13). 
 
What happened?  We know that the sun doesn’t move across the sky; rather, the earth 
rotates, creating the appearance of the sun moving across the sky.  The earth rotates 
at 1,100 mph at the equator, so if the earth suddenly stopped spinning, the earth’s 
atmosphere and everything not attached to bedrock (including water in the oceans, 
lakes and rivers) would suddenly be moving sideways at 1,100 mph!  All of earth’s 
land masses would be violently stripped clean of everything:  you, me, the professor, 
the dog, buildings, rocks, topsoil, trees and so on. 
 
So . . . what really happened? 
 
 
Lesson	#6:			 Conquest	and	Settlement	(Joshua	11:	1	–	22:	34) 

 
With the defeat and death of the five Amorite kings, the other tribal warlords from the 
north, the western foothills and the coastal plain—“an army as numerous as the sand 
on the seashore, and with a multitude of horses and chariots” (11: 4)—form a 
defensive coalition to fight the Israelites. 
 
Joshua and the Israelites “struck them all down, leaving no survivors” (11: 8).  “All 
the cities of those kings, and the kings themselves, Joshua captured and put to the 
sword, carrying out the ban on them, as Moses, the servant of the Lord had 
commanded” (11: 12).  In all, Joshua killed 31 kings and put their cities under the 
ban, killing all their people—men, women and children—and destroying all their 
cities.   
 
After getting a foothold in Canaan, Joshua distributes the land by tribe and clan, 
including 6 cities of refuge and 48 towns for the Levites. 
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The Israelites have not conquered the land of Canaan, for there are still significant 
strongholds, especially among the Philistines on the coastal plain.  But they’ve gotten 
a good start. 
 
It will take another 300 years or so, until the time of David (1010-970 B.C.), to fully 
conquer the land and subdue it, forging it into a united monarchy. 

	
Assignment 
	
Read:		Joshua	9:	1	–	22:	34.	

	
	
Week	4	(October	3,	4)	
	
Lesson	#7:			 Joshua’s	Farewell	(Joshua	23:	1	–	24:	33)	
 

As we enter Lesson #7, Joshua is “old and advanced in years” (23: 1).  He assembles 
all the tribes at Shechem, the village that sits between Mount Ebal and Mount 
Gerizim, and he delivers his farewell address, ending by reiterating the clear choice 
that Moses had so vividly posed:  life or death; blessing or curse.   
 
Joshua closes memorably: “As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord”  
(24: 15).  
 

 
Lesson	#8:			 Calamitous	Compromise	(Judges	1:	1	–	3:	5)		
 
 With the land subdued (to some degree) and allocated, and with Joshua and his 

generation dead, who will lead Israel?  Recall that Israel is to be a theocracy, with 
God as their king; they are not to have a person as king, a man with absolute authority 
ruling over all. 

 
But consider the resulting problems.  The tribal land allocations follow natural 
geographic and topographic boundaries, with north-to-south strata separating large 
groups of people:  1) the flat, coastal plain; 2) the high central mountain range; 3) the 
deep Jordan rift valley; and 4) the high eastern mountain range.  Who will govern the 
land?  Who will control the two international trade routes, the Via Maris and the 
King’s Highway?  Who will defend communities when outsiders invade?  Who will 
negotiate trade agreements?  Who will manage water resources and roads?  Who will 
collect taxes?  And from whom? 
 
And consider that the Israelites did not, in fact, conquer the land.  There are still a 
great many indigenous people living among the Israelites, and—as we might 
expect—the Israelites socialize with them, date them, and marry them: “So the 
Israelites settled among the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and 
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Jebusites.  They took their daughters in marriage, and gave their own daughters to 
their sons in marriage, and served their gods” (3: 5). 
 
This is exactly what God said not to do! 
 
Assignment	
	
Read:		Joshua	23:	1	–	Judges	3:	5)		
	
	

Week	5	(October	10,	11)	
	
Lesson	#9:			 The	Judges:		Othniel,	Ehud,	Shamgar	and	Deborah		

(Judges	3:	7	–	5:	31)	
 

As we enter the book of Judges, Israel begins a cycle of decline and ascent, like hands 
circling a clock, over and over again:   
 
12:00 The nation is serving God  7:00 The nation cries out to God 
1:00 The nation does evil   8:00 The nation turns to God 
2:00 The nation forsakes God  9:00 The nation repents 
3:00 The nation goes its own way  10:00 God raises a judge 
4:00 The nation suffers depression  11:00 The nation is delivered 

and war 
5:00 The nation is sold into slavery 12:00 The nation is serving God, 
6:00 The nation is in servitude   again 
 
With each cycle, however, the nation spirals lower and lower, until at the end of 
Judges, around 1050 B.C.: “There was no king in Israel [including God]; everyone 
did what was right in their own sight” (21: 25). 
 
With each cycle God raises a “judge.”  The Hebrew word is shaphat [shaw-fat’], and 
it is from the Hebrew verb “to judge,” “to deliver,” or “to vindicate.”  The book of 
Judges includes 13 “judges,” and they are not judicial figures, but military or political 
leaders (although Deborah serves both judicial and military roles). 
 
Theoretically, judges emerge at a time of crisis, deal with the crisis, and then they 
return to their ordinary lives as farmers and shepherds on the land.  But, of course, 
when people are given (or take) power, they become loathe to give it up, so as time 
goes on the judges become more and more corrupt. 
 
By 1 Samuel the people are fed up with judges, and they demand a king, “like all the 
other nations, to rule us” (8: 5). 
 
In lesson #9 we meet the first 4 of the 13 judges:  Othhiel, Ehud, Shamgar and 
Deborah. 
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Lesson	#10:		 The	Judges:		Gideon  
(Judges	6:	1	–	8:	35) 

 
Gideon is a most unlikely judge.  We meet him as he is hiding from the Midianites, 
threshing wheat in a wine press, a ludicrous and silly idea.  The angel of the Lord sits 
nearby and says to him, in a voice dripping with irony: “The Lord is with you, mighty 
warrior” (6: 12)! 
 
God has a job for Gideon:  defeat the Midianites and free the Israelites from their 
oppression.  But, like Moses, Gideon doesn’t want to do it, so he says to God: “If 
indeed you are going to save Israel through me, as you have said, I am putting this 
woolen fleece on the threshing flor, and if dew is on the fleece alone, while all the 
ground is dry, I shall know that you will save Israel through me, as you have said” 
(6: 36-37).  How can dew only be on the fleece and not on the ground?  
 
But the next morning, it is. 
 
So, Gideon reverses the demand: “Do not be angry with me if I speak once more.  Let 
me make just one more test with the fleece.  Let the fleece alone be dry, but let there 
be dew on all the ground” (6: 39). 
 
The next morning, it is. 
 
So, Gideon goes on to defeat the Midianites with but a small force of men.   
 
Wait until you see how! 

 
Assignment	
	
Read:		Judges	3:	7	–	8:	35.	
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Logos	Bible	Study’s	

Holy	Land	Cruise	
October	17	-	November	4,	2016	

	
CLASSES	WILL	NOT	MEET	OCTOBER	17	–	NOVEMBER	6	

	

	
	
	

	
Week	6	(November	7,	8)	
	
Lesson #11:   The	Judges:		Abimelech			

(Judges	9:	1-56)	
 

Up to this point the judges we’ve met have done their jobs and then gone home.  
Gideon even turned down the people’s demand that he become their king, saying: “I 
will not rule over you, nor shall my son rule over you.  The Lord must rule over you” 
(8: 23). 
 
All that changes when Abimelech murders all of Gideon’s sons in a single day, and 
the people of Shechem crown him king!  It is a brief, but brutal “reign.”  Abimelech 
dies when he makes the stupid mistake of fighting beneath a city wall: “As he 



 16 

approached the entrance to the tower to set it on fire [the city’s watch tower], a 
woman dropped an upper millstone on his head and cracked his skull” (9: 52-53).  

 
 
Lesson #12:   The	Judges:		Tola,	Jair,	Jephthah	

(Judges	10:	1	–	12:	7)	
 
 Although no judge claimed to be a king after Abimelech, they did live privileged 

lives.  Jair “had thirty sons who rode on thirty donkeys and possessed thirty cities in 
the land of Gilead” (10: 4). 

 
 Jephthah, however, is the most tragic of the judges.  Jephthah “was the son of a 

prostitute, fathered by Gilead” (11: 1), and his father’s legitimate sons loathed 
Jephthah.  To prove himself, Jephthah fled and became a very tough mercenary.  
When the Ammonites attack Israel, Jephthah’s family and tribe beg him to come back 
and save them.  It is sweet justice for Jephthah, and he agrees.   

 
 Before going out to battle, however, Jephthah vows to the Lord: “If you deliver the 

Ammonites into my power . . . whoever comes out of the doors of my house to meet me 
when I return from the Ammonites in peace shall belong to the Lord.  I shall offer him 
up as a burnt offering” (11: 30-31).    

 
 On returning home victorious, Jephthah’s daughter comes out to great him!  
 

Assignment	
	
Read:		Judges	9:	1	–	12:	7.	

	
	
Week	7	(November	14,	15)	
	
Lesson #13:   The Judges:  Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, Samson   

(Judges	12: 8 – 16: 31) 
 

Ibzan and Abdon, although very minor judges, live lavish lives:  Ibzan “had thirty 
sons and thirty daughters whom he gave in marriage outside the family, while 
bringing in thirty wives for his sons from outside the family” (12: 9), thus extending 
his clan and family influence greatly; Abdon, too, “had forty sons and thirty 
grandsons, who rode on seventy donkeys” (12: 14). 

 
 But Samson, the last of the 13 judges, is the centerpiece of Lesson #13.  
 
 Samson is the strongman of the Bible—or is he?  
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Lesson #14:   Micah’s Idols (Judges 17: 1 – 18: 31) 
 
 We’ve been following the cycle of decline and ascent, with each cycle spiraling 

downward.  Here we approach rock bottom. 
 
 Micah is an Israelite living in the hill country of Ephraim, in the central mountain 

range, north of Jerusalem.  He has a houseful of idols, and he hires a runaway 
Levitical priest to be his private priest, ministering before his idols.   

 
How low can you go? 

 
 The Danites, who had been allocated land on the coastal plain, deep within Philistine 

territory, were unable to settle it, so they set out to find a better place.  Journeying 
through the central mountain range, they happen upon Micah’s house, with his idols 
and his priest.  They see the wealth within, along with the sycophant priest.  They 
continue north to Laish (on the boarder of Israel and Lebanon of today), where they 
find a peaceful and unsuspecting people, a people with few allies.  When they return 
home, they recommend that Dan attack Laish, kill the people and take their land.   

 
Which they do. 
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On the way back to Laish for the attack, the Danites hire Micah’s priest, who steals 
Micah’s idols, and he accompanies the Danites on their genocidal journey. 
 
Can it sink any lower? 

 
Assignment	
	
Read:		Judges	12:	8	–	18:	31.			
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Thanksgiving	Week	Break	
	

CLASSES	WILL	NOT	MEET	NOVEMBER	21	OR	22.	
	

	
	
	

	
	
Week	8	(November	28,	29)	
	
Lesson #15:   A	Levite	and	His	Concubine		

(Judges	19:	1-30)	
 

Yes, it can. 
 
“In those days, when there was no king in Israel [including God], there was a Levite 
[a priest] residing in remote parts of the mountain region of Ephraim, who had taken 
for himself a concubine from Bethlehem of Judah, where she stayed for four months” 
(19: 1-2).  This Levite is a miserable, vile, disgusting and loathsome old man with a 
young—perhaps 13 or 14 years old—concubine.  He lives in a shack in the 
mountains.  The young girl is terrified of him, and she runs away, back to her home in 
Bethlehem. 



 20 

 
 The Levite follows her. 
 

Arriving in Bethlehem, the Levite demands her back from her father, who gladly 
complies, hosting the Levite and keeping him for days, eating and drinking.  
When the Levite finally leaves with the young girl, they stay overnight in the 
central mountain range, in Gibeah, in the tribe of Benjamin.  
 
There the men of the city attack the house where the Levite and his concubine are 
staying, demanding that the Levite be sent out, “so that we may get intimate [have 
sex] with him” (19: 22).  Terrified, the loathsome Levite pushes his concubine out 
of the door and locks it, while the men of Gibeah gang-rape the young girl all 
night long. 
 
In the morning, the Levite finds her, her cold, dead fingers clinging to the 
entrance of the house. 
 
Enraged at the insult against him, the Levite hacks the girls into 12 pieces, and he 
sends a piece to each of the tribes, demanding revenge. 
 
This is a terrible story! 

 
 
Lesson #16:   Israel	Attacks	Benjamin		

(20:	1	–	21:	25)	
 
 In Lesson #16 we witness revenge against the tribe of Benjamin.  All the other tribes 

of Israel march against Benjamin, and they slaughter 25,000 Benjamites, vowing that 
no Israelite will ever take a Benjamite as a wife; only 600 Benjamites escape.   

 
When the dust settles, the Israelites bemoan the slaughter:  because of the vow, the 
tribe of Benjamin (Jacob’s beloved son, Joseph’s brother, born of Rachael) will come 
to an end.   
 
What to do? 
 
Just wait and see!	

	
	
Week	9	(December	5,	6)	
	
Lesson #17:   Excursus:  Redemption Redux, Part 1 
 
 At this stage in our study, we may well ask:  What ever happened to God’s plan of 

redemption.  We stand at a very dark crossroad in Scripture. Moses was emphatic that 



 21 

if the Israelites obeyed God’s commands, countless blessings would accrue to them; 
if they did not, horrendous curses would follow. 

 
And here we are, standing on filthy, blood-soaked ground. 

 
We would do well at this point to go back to God’s covenant with Abraham and 
review God’s plan, for Israel has gone terribly astray. 

 
 

Lesson #18:   Redemption Redux, Part 2 
 
 We continue our review, offering an explanation for Israel’s failure—over and over 

again—to love the Lord and to obey his commands, to be a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation. 

 
Assignment	
	
Review:		Genesis	through	Judges			
	
	

Week	10	(December	12,	13)	
	
Lesson #19:   Ruth,	Part	(1:	1	–	2:	23)	
 

Ruth is the greatest love story in Scripture, and it operates on three levels:  1) the love 
story of Ruth and Naomi; 2) the love story of Ruth and Boaz; and 3) the love story of 
Christ and the Church. 
 
The book of Ruth is a flashback—a recapitulation—to the “bad old days” when the 
judges ruled, a time of chaos and brutality when “there was no king in Israel” and 
“everyone did what was right in their own sight” (Judges 21: 25).  We begin our 
story with a lovely family in Bethlehem:  Elimelech and his wife, Naomi, and their 
two boys, Mahlon and Kilion. There was a famine in the land, and Elimelech and his 
family leave Bethlehem and travel to Moab to find safety and security. 
 
As soon as they get to Moab, however, Elimelech dies, leaving Naomi a widow.  Her 
two sons, Mahlon and Kilion, quickly marry Moabite girls, Orpah and Ruth. 
 
And then the boys die.  
 
Having lost everything, Naomi determines to go back to Bethlehem, and she urges 
both Orpah and Ruth to return to their own families, for they would never be accepted 
in Israel.  Orpah returns, but Ruth refuses, making the dangerous journey with 
Naomi—and old woman and a beautiful young girl traveling the dangerous roads 
alone. 
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When they arrive in Bethlehem, they are penniless:  no property, no friends, no 
food—nothing.  Naomi is broken and bitter, while Ruth goes into the fields to glean 
at the barley harvest, the only option for the desperately poor and hungry. 
 
There Ruth meets the owner of the field, a prosperous man of Bethlehem:  Boaz. 
 
What will happen? 

 
 
Lesson #20:   Ruth,	Part	2		

(3:	1	–	4:	22)	
 
 

Of course, it’s love at first sight:  Boaz falls head over heels for Ruth; Ruth, her 
modest eyes cast shyly toward the ground, takes little notice, but she does tell Naomi 
about Boaz, and Naomi begins hatching a plan:  Boaz, we learn, is a “kinsman-
redeemer!”  Recall in our study of Deuteronomy that if a man dies before having a 
child, his brother (or the next nearest relative) is to marry the dead brother’s widow, 
and the first son they bear will become the legal heir of the dead brother (25: 5-10).  
This is a levirate marriage.  In addition, as a kinsman-redeemer, Boaz has the 
opportunity—indeed, the responsibility—to redeem the land and property lost by 
Ruth’s husband, Mahlon, ten years earlier. 
 
With Naomi pulling the strings, Ruth meets Boaz at the end-of-harvest party, and she 
spends the night with him.  But there’s a problem: there is another relative, a closer 
kinsman-redeemer, who has the right to marry Ruth ahead of Boaz! 
 
Wait until you see what happens! 

 
Assignment	
	
Read:		Ruth	1:	1	–	4:	22.	
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