
Lesson	#3

“And	the	walls	came	tumblin’	down	.	.	.”

(5:	13	– 6:	27)

1"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."



The	Jordan	River	begins	at	the	snow-capped,	9,232	foot	summit	of	the	Mt.	
Hermon	range,	110	miles	north	of	Jericho	(as	the	crow	flies).		Three	major	
runoff	streams	form	the	upper	Jordan	River,	which	flows	into	the	Sea	of	
Galilee,	700	feet	below	sea	level.		From	the	Sea	of	Galilee	the	lower	Jordan	
River	flows	south	into	the	Dead	Sea,	1,407	feet	below sea	level.		Thus,	the	
Jordan	River	drops	10,639	feet	along	its	156-mile	length.

The	Israelites	were	to	cross	the	Jordan	River	during	the	April/May	grain	
harvest,	when	“the	Jordan	is	at	flood	stage” (Joshua	3:	15),	a	time	when	the	
Jordan	River	is	roaring	with	Class-4	rapids!

How	did	the	Israelites	do	this?

Lesson	#2	explained.

2"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."



Once	across	the	Jordan	River,	the	Israelites	still	have	another	5	
miles	to	go,	and	they	must	climb	up	the	sloping	plateau.		
Meanwhile,	the	men	of	Jericho	have	had	ample	time	to	
prepare	their	defenses:		archers	are	on	the	walls,	hot	oil	is	
bubbling	and	large	stones	are	ready	to	roll.

How	will	Joshua	solve	this	impossible	tactical	problem?

3"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."



“Battle	of	Jericho,”	in	Bible	de	Saint-Jean	d’Acre (illumination	on	parchment)	
Ms-5211	réserve,	fol.	69v,		c.	1250-1254.

Bibliothèque de	l’Arsenal,	Paris.

4"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."



When	the	priests	carrying	the	Ark	of	the	
Covenant	set	their	feet	in	the	Jordan	
River—a	river	raging	with	Class-4	
rapids—the	water	of	the	Jordan	
stopped	flowing,	piling	up	“in	a	heap”	
18	miles	upstream	near	Adam,	where	
the	Jabbok	River	flows	into	the	Jordan	
River.

We	speculated	that	perhaps	a	massive	
earthquake	shook	the	seismically	
unstable	Rift	Valley,	causing	the	cliffs	to	
collapse	at	Adam,	blocking	the	river,	
and	perhaps	destabilizing	Jericho’s	
fortification	walls,	as	well.

If	that’s	the	case,	then	the	“miracle”	
was	the	earthquake	striking	at	exactly	
the	right	moment.	

5"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."



In	any	case,	we	can	only	imagine	
the	stark	terror	the	scene	invokes	
in	the	people	of	Jericho	who	
were	watching	from	the	city	
walls!	
And	then	we	read:
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7"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."

“While Joshua was near Jericho, he raised his eyes and 
saw one who stood facing him, drawn sword in hand. 
Joshua went up to him and asked, ‘Are you one of us or 
one of our enemies?’  He replied, ‘Neither. I am the 
commander of the army of the Lord: now I have come.’ 
Then Joshua fell down to the ground in worship, and 
said to him, ‘What has my lord to say to his servant?’  
The commander of the army of the Lord replied to 
Joshua, ‘Remove your sandals from your feet, for the 
place on which you are standing is holy.’ And Joshua 
did so.”

(5: 13-15)



With	the	people	of	Jericho	quaking	in	fear,	
Joshua	faces	the	impossibly	difficult	tactical	
problem	of	how	to	take	Jericho.

Providentially,	Joshua	looks	up	and	sees	“the	
commander	of	the	army	of	the	Lord”	standing	
before	him,	“drawn	sword	in	hand.”		

Most	likely	this	is	the	archangel	Michael,	
identified	in	Daniel	10:	13-21	as	the	angelic	
protector	of	Israel,	and	who	in	Revelation	
12:	7-9	leads	God’s	army	in	the	War	in	Heaven,	
defeating	Satan.

As	an	“angel”	[Hebrew	=	mal-akh’;	Greek	=	
a[ggeloß,	awn’-ge-los.		Both	mean	
“messenger”],	and	as	“the	commander	of	the	

army	of	the	Lord,”	Michael	delivers	God’s	battle	
plan	for	taking	Jericho.
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Guido	Reni.		Archangel	Michael	(oil	on	canvas)	c.	1636.
Santa	Maria	della Concezione,	Rome.
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10"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."

“Now Jericho was in a state of siege because of the 
presence of the Israelites. No one left or entered. And 
to Joshua the Lord said: I have delivered Jericho, its 
king, and its warriors into your power. Have all the 
soldiers circle the city, marching once around it. Do this 
for six days, with seven priests carrying ram’s horns 
ahead of the ark. On the seventh day march around the 
city seven times, and have the priests blow the horns.
When they give a long blast on the ram’s horns and you 
hear the sound of the horn, all the people shall shout 
aloud. The wall of the city will collapse, and the people 
shall attack straight ahead.”

(6: 1-5)



Not	me.	

"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."

That	will	
completely	baffle	
the	people	of	

Jericho!

That’s	a	brilliant	plan!		When	the	Israelites	
march	straight	up	to	Jericho,	the	people	of	
Jericho	will	expect	them	to	attack,	but	the	
Israelites	won’t.		Completely	silent,	the	

Israelites	will	march	around	the	city	once,	and	
then	they	will	return	to	their	camp.		
They’ll	do	that	for	six	days	in	a	row.
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Not	me.	

"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."

I	think	I	see	where	
this	is	going!

Yes,	it	will.		And	it	will	draw	more	
and	more	people	onto	the	walls	of	
Jericho	to	watch	what	happens,	

loading	the	now-unstable	walls	with	
more	and	more	weight.
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13"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."

“Summoning the priests, Joshua, son of Nun, said to them, ‘Take 
up the ark of the covenant with seven of the priests carrying 
ram’s horns in front of the ark of the Lord.’  And he ordered 
the people, ‘Proceed and surround the city, with the picked 
troops marching ahead of the ark of the Lord.’ When Joshua 
spoke to the people, the seven priests who carried the ram’s 
horns before the Lord marched and blew their horns, and the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord followed them.  In front of the 
priests with the horns marched the picked troops; the rear 
guard followed the ark, and the blowing of horns was kept up 
continually as they marched.  But Joshua had commanded the 
people, ‘Do not shout or make any noise or outcry until I tell 
you, ‘Shout!’ Then you must shout.’  So he had the ark of the
Lord circle the city, going once around it, after which they

returned to camp for the night . . .



14"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."

. . . Early the next morning, Joshua had the priests take 
up the ark of the Lord.  The seven priests bearing the 
ram’s horns marched in front of the ark of the Lord, 
blowing their horns. Ahead of these marched the picked 
troops, while the rear guard followed the ark of the 
Lord, and the blowing of horns was kept up continually.  
On this second day they again marched around the city 
once before returning to camp; and for six days in all 
they did the same.”

(6: 6-14)



Boruch Nachson.		Conquest	of	Jericho	(acrylic	on	canvas),	contemporary.
Boruch Nachson Art	Gallery,	Chevron,	Israel.

http://www.kesser.org/gallery/nachshon/nachshon.html
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Not	me.	

"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."

I	can’t	wait	to	see	
what	happens!

After	six	days	of	the	Israelites	
marching	on	Jericho,	after	six	days	
of	more	and	more	people	watching	
from	the	walls	of	Jericho,	Joshua	is	

ready	for	the	coup	de	grâce!
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17"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."

“On the seventh day, beginning at daybreak, they marched 
around the city seven times in the same manner; on that 
day only did they march around the city seven times.  
The seventh time around, the priests blew the horns and 
Joshua said to the people, ‘Now shout, for the Lord has 
given you the city.  The city and everything in it is under 
the ban. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are in 
the house with her are to live, because she hid the 
messengers we sent.  But be careful not to covet or take
anything that is under the ban; otherwise you will bring
upon the camp of Israel this ban and the misery of it.  
All silver and gold, and the articles of bronze or iron, 
are holy to the Lord. They shall be put in the treasury
of the Lord.’” 

(6: 15-19)



"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	." 18

Recall	that	placing	“the	city	and	everything	in	it	
.	.	.	under	the	ban”	means	the	total	destruction	of	
everything	belonging	to	the	enemy,	including	the	
killing	of	every	man,	woman,	child,	infant	and	
animal.

The	Hebrew	word	translated	“under	the	ban”	is	
herem [“khe’-rem”],	from	the	Semitic	root	H-R-M,	
meaning	“devoted	to	God.”

In	the	Hebrew	Scriptures,	the	verb	form	occurs	51	
times	and	the	noun	28	times.		In	Joshua,	God	
commands	that	the	cities	of	Jericho	(6:	15-27)	and	
Ai	(8:	1-29)	be	placed	under	herem [“under	the	
ban”],	and	in	1	Samuel	15	God	commands	that	
King	Saul	“totally	destroy”	the	Amalekites,	putting	
them	“under	the	ban.”		

That	is	God’s	command	for	ALL conquered	peoples	
in	the	Promised	Land,	as	Deuteronomy	makes	
clear:



19"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."

“In the cities of these peoples that the Lord, your God, 
is giving you as a heritage, you shall not leave a single 
soul alive.  You must put them all under the ban—the 
Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and 
Jebusites—just as the Lord, your God, has commanded 
you, so that they do not teach you to do all the 
abominations that they do for their gods, and you thus 
sin against the Lord, your God.”

(Deuteronomy 20: 16-18)



20"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."

“As the horns blew, the people began to shout. 
When they heard the sound of the horn, they 
raised a tremendous shout. The wall collapsed, 
and the people attacked the city straight 
ahead and took it. They observed the ban by 
putting to the sword all living creatures in the
city: men and women, young and old, as well
as oxen, sheep and donkeys.”

(6: 20-21)



"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	." 21

Do	you	see	what	happened?

Each	day	the	Israelites	marched	on	Jericho,	shofars	
blaring.		And	each	day	the	Israelites	circled	the	city	
once	and	then	returned	to	camp.		Day-by-day,	more	
and	more	people	from	Jericho	stood	on	the	walls	
watching.

On	the	seventh	day,	the	Israelites	began	their	seventh	
march	around	the	city,	only	this	time	they	didn’t	return	
to	camp;	after	the	first	round,	they	continued	circling	
seven times.

By	now,	the	entire	city	was	standing	on	the	walls.

Suddenly,	on	the	seventh	round,	all	601,730	armed	
men	turned,	gave	a	thunderous	war-cry,	and	charged	
the	city.

The	people	on	the	walls	panicked,	all	at	once	rushing	
from	the	walls	to	the	inside	of	the	city,	the	combined	
force	pressing	outward	on	the	now-unstable	stones,	
causing	sections	of	the	wall	to	collapse.



"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	." 22

James	Tissot.		The	Taking	of	Jericho	(gouache	on	board),	c.	1896-1902.
The	Jewish	Museum,	New	York.



Not	me.	

"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."

I	wonder	if	the	
Israelites	kept	their	
word	to	her,	sparing		
her	and	her	family?

Rahab	knew	the	city	would	fall,	and	
it	does.		That’s	why	she	betrayed	

her	own	people	and	hid	the	
Israelite	spies,	giving	them	the	
information	Joshua	needed	

to	win	the	battle.			
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24"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."

“To the two men who had spied out the land, Joshua 
said, ‘Go into the prostitute’s house and bring out the 
woman with all her family, as you swore to her you 
would do.’  The spies entered and brought out Rahab, 
with her father, mother, brothers, and all her family; 
her entire family they led forth and placed outside the 
camp of Israel.  The city itself they burned with all 
that was in it; but the silver, gold, and articles of 
bronze and iron they placed in the treasury of the house 
of the Lord.  Because Rahab the prostitute had hidden 
the messengers whom Joshua had sent to reconnoiter 
Jericho, Joshua let her live, along with her father’s 
house and all her family, who dwell in the midst of 
Israel to this day.” 

(6: 22-25)



"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	." 25

C.	Michael	Dudash.		Rahab	(oil	on	linen),	2010.
Private	Collection.



"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	." 26

Although	Rahab	betrayed	her	own	people	to	
save	herself	and	her	family,	Scripture	later	
includes	her	in	the	“catalogue	of	the	heroes	
of	faith”	in	Hebrews	11:

“By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	after	being	

encircled	for	seven	days.		By	faith	Rahab	the	

harlot	did	not	perish	with	the	disobedient,	for	she	

had	received	the	spies	in	peace.”

(11:	30-31)

James	also	mentions	her:

“See	how	a	person	is	justified	by	works	and	not	by	

faith	alone.		And	in	the	same	way,	was	not	Rahab	

the	harlot	also	justified	by	works	when	she	

welcomed	the	messengers	and	sent	them	out	by	a	

different	route?		For	just	as	a	body	without	a	spirit	

is	dead,	so	also	faith	without	works	is	dead.”

(2:	24-26)



It’s	all	a	matter	of	perspective.		To	the	people	of	
Jericho,	Rahab	was	most	certainly	a	traitor;	but	to	the	
Israelites,	Rahab	was	a	hero	of	faith,	a	woman	
trusting	in	the	spies’	word,	in	Joshua’s	integrity,	and	
ultimately	in	God’s	mercy.

In	fact,	we	meet	Rahab	again	in	Matthew’s	gospel:
“Abraham	became	the	father	of	Isaac,

Isaac	the	father	of	Jacob,

Jacob	the	father	of	Judah	and	his	brothers,

Judah	became	the	father	of	Perez	and	Zerah,

whose	mother	was	Tamar.

Perez	became	the	father	of	Hezron,

Hezron the	father	of	Ram,

Ram	the	father	of	Amminadab,

Amminadab became	the	father	of	Nashon,

Nashon the	father	of	Salmon,

Salmon	the	father	of	Boaz,

whose	mother	was	Rahab.

Boaz	became	the	father	of	Obed,

whose	mother	was	Ruth,

Obed	the	father	of	Jesse,

Jesse	the	father	of	David	the	king.”

(1:	2-6)
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"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	." 28

Holy	cow!		
Rahab	is	in	Jesus’	

genealogy!

We	all	have	skeletons	
in	our	genealogical	
closets,	I	guess!	



29"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."

“On that occasion Joshua imposed the oath:

‘Cursed before the Lord be the man who attempts to 
rebuild this city, Jericho. At the cost of his firstborn 
will he lay its foundation, and at the cost of his 
youngest son will he set up its gates.’

Thus the Lord was with Joshua so that his 
fame spread throughout the land.

(6: 26-27)



Not	me.	

"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."

I	seem	to	recall	
that	it	was!

Jericho	is	the	oldest	continuously	
inhabited	city	in	the	world,	dating	

back	to	c.	9,000	B.C.		That’s	a	
terrible	curse	Joshua	utters.		

I	wonder	if	it	was	ever	fulfilled?	
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"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	." 31

Yes,	indeed.

Some	600	years	later	Ahab	becomes	the	
seventh	king	of	the	northern	kingdom	of	
Israel,	and	he	reigns	twenty-two	years	(874	–
853	B.C.).
“Ahab,	son	of	Omri,	did	what	was	evil	in	the	Lord’s	sight	

more	than	any	of	his	predecessors.		It	was	not	enough	

for	him	to	follow	the	sins	of	Jeroboam,	son	of	Nebat.		He	

married	Jezebel,	daughter	of	Ethbaal,	king	of	the	

Sidonians,	and	began	to	serve	Baal,	and	worship	him.		

Ahab	set	up	an	altar	to	Baal	in	the	house	of	Baal	which	

he	built	in	Samaria,	and	also	made	an	asherah.		Ahab	

did	more	to	provoke	the	Lord,	the	God	of	Israel,	to	anger	

than	any	of	the	kings	of	Israel	before	him.		During	his	

reign,	Hiel from	Bethel	rebuilt	Jericho.			At	the	cost	of	

Abiriam,	his	firstborn	son,	he	laid	the	foundation,	and	at	

the	cost	of	Segub,	his	youngest	son,	he	set	up	the	gates,	

according	to	the	word	of	the	Lord	spoken	through	

Joshua,	son	of	Nun.”

(1	Kings	16:	30-34)



Not	me.	

"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."

Wow,	
indeed!

Wow!		Over	600	years	later,	
Joshua’s	curse	took	effect	when	
Hiel of	Bethel,	one	of	Ahab’s	

engineers	rebuilt	Jericho.		It	cost	
him	his	two	sons,	just	as	Joshua	

had	said.
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At	this	point	in	Joshua	we	need	to	pause	
and	examine	the	historicity	of	our	story.

As	we	learned	in	our	study	of	
Deuteronomy,	the	core	of	Deuteronomy	
was	what	Moses	wrote	on	the	plain	of	
Moab	in	1406	B.C.		

We	read:
“When	Moses	had	finished	writing	out	on	a	

scroll	the	words	of	this	law	in	their	entirety,	

Moses	gave	the	Levites	who	carry	the	ark	of	

the	covenant	of	the	Lord,		this	order:		Take	

this	book	of	the	law	and	put	it	beside	the	ark	

of	the	covenant	of	the	Lord,	your	God,	that	

there	it	may	be	a	witness	against	you.”

(Deuteronomy	31:	24-26)

And	so	it	was	done.

33"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."



After	nearly	800	years	of	a	very	
checkered	history,	the	Israelites	
had	fallen	far	away	from	the	
covenant	and	even	farther	from	
the	law	given	by	God	through	
Moses.
Indeed,	by	the	time	of	king	Josiah	
(640	– 609	B.C.),	the	Israelites	
and	their	kings	had	forgotten	
God’s	law	entirely,	and	the	book	
of	the	law	that	Moses	had	
ordered	placed	beside	the	ark	of	
the	covenant	had	been	lost.
In	622	B.C.	that	changed.

34"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."



During	the	18th year,	when	he	
was	only	26	years	old,	Josiah	
began	work	on	repairing	and	
restoring	the	Temple.		It	was	a	
major	undertaking,	requiring	
massive	funding	and	the	work	
of	carpenters,	builders,	
masons	and	a	host	of	other	
workers.		
As	the	construction	crews	
were	hauling	away	trash	and	
debris	.	.	.	
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36"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."

“The high priest Hilkiah informed the scribe Shaphan, ‘I 
have found the book of the law in the temple of the Lord.’  
Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, who read it.  Then the 
scribe Shaphan went to the king and reported . . . ‘Hilkiah
the priest has given me a book,’ and then Shaphan read it 
in the presence of the king.  When the king heard the 
words of the book of the law, he tore his garments.  The 
king then issued this command . . . ‘Go, consult the Lord 
for me, for the people, and for all Judah, about the words 
of this book that has been found, for the rage of the Lord 
has been set furiously ablaze against us, because our 
ancestors did not obey the words of this book, nor do what 
is written for us.”

(2 Kings 22: 4-13)



Leonaert Bramer.		The	Scribe	Shaphan Reading	the	Book	of	the	Law	to	King	Josiah	(oil	on	copper),	1622.
Private	Collection.

37"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."



As	a	result:

“The	king	then	had	all	the	elders	of	Judah	and	

of	Jerusalem	summoned	before	him.		The	king	

went	up	to	the	house	of	the	Lord	with	all	the	

people	of	Judah	and	all	the	inhabitants	of	

Jerusalem:		priests,	prophets,	and	all	the	

people,	great	and	small.		He	read	aloud	to	

them	all	the	words	of	the	book	of	the	covenant	

that	had	been	found	in	the	house	of	the	Lord.		

The	king	stood	by	the	column	and	made	a	

covenant	in	the	presence	of	the	Lord	to	follow	

the	Lord	and	to	observe	his	commandments,	

statutes,	and	decrees	with	his	whole	heart	and	

soul,	and	to	re-establish	the	words	of	the	

covenant	written	in	this	book.		And	all	the	

people	stood	by	the	covenant.”

(2	Kings	23:	1-3)

38"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."



By	622	B.C.—the	18th year	of	Josiah’s	reign—
Assyrian	power	was	in	rapid	decline	(Babylon	
defeats	Assyria	ten	years	later	at	the	Battle	of	
Nineveh,	612	B.C.).	

Meanwhile,	an	independence	movement	was	
gaining	strength	at	court	in	Jerusalem,	a	
movement	that	expressed	itself	as	a	renewed	
covenant	relationship	with	YHWH	as	the	sole	
sovereign	of	Israel.		

The	covenant	was	patterned	after	Assyrian	
suzerain/vassal	treaties,	and	it	took	the	form	
of	an	address	by	Moses	to	the	Israelites,	a	
revised	form	of	Deuteronomy	5-26,	the	
substance	of	what	Josiah	reads	to	the	people	
in	2	Kings	23:	1-3.		

We	might	think	of	this	as	the	“Revised	2nd
Edition”	of	Deuteronomy.
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Only	17	years	after	Josiah’s	reforms,	
however—in	605	B.C.—Judah	and	
Jerusalem	fall	to	the	Babylonian	Empire,	
and	the	people	of	Judah	are	taken	
captive	to	Babylon.

The	Babylonian	Captivity	(605	– 539	B.C.)	
was	catastrophic,	and	it	prompted	much	
soul-searching.		How	could	this	possibly	
have	happened?		

The	obvious	answer	is	that	the	Israelites	
violated	their	original	covenant	with	God,	
and	God	punished	them	for	doing	so.			
1	Chronicles	9:	1b	states	plainly:		“Now	
Judah	had	been	exiled	to	Babylon	

because	of	its	treachery.”

40"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."



James	Tissot.		The	Flight	of	the	Prisoners	(gouache	on	board),	c.	1896-1902.	
Jewish	Museum,	New	York.
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But	when	Cyrus	the	Great,	king	of	Persia,	
defeats	Babylon	in	539	B.C.	and	allows	
the	Jews	to	return	home	and	rebuild,	
Deuteronomy	acquires	chapters	1-4	and	
29-30	to	form	an	instructive	story	of	a	
people	about	to	enter	a	“Promised	Land,”	
a	story	that	highlights	the	requirements	
of	a	reinstated	covenant	relationship	
with	God,	updated	to	4th-century	B.C.	
requirements,	with	an	appropriate	
ending	in	chapters	31-34.

We	might	think	of	this	as	the	“Revised	3rd
Edition”	of	Deuteronomy,	what	we	have	
in	our	Bibles	today,	a	version	spoken	in	
the	“voice”	of	Moses,	not	in	the	actual	
“words”	of	Moses.
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The	book	of	Joshua,	then,	is	
composed	after this	post-
Babylonian	version	of	
Deuteronomy	to	introduce	what	
may	be	called	a	“Deuteronomic
history”	of	Israel,	a	history	that	
reflects	a	post-Babylonian	
perspective.
This	“Deuteronomic history”	
includes	Joshua,	Judges,	Ruth,	
1	&	2	Samuel	and	1	&	2	Kings.1

1 For	an	excellent	discussion	of	the	“Deuteronomic history,”	
see	Lawrence	Boadt’s “The	Israelite	Possession	of	Canaan:		
the	Books	of	Joshua	and	Judges,”	in	Reading	the	Old	
Testament	(New	York:		Paulist	Press),	pp.	164-180.
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Not	me.	

"And	the	walls	came	tumblin'	down	.	.	."

That’s	an	
important	
distinction!

If	we’re	correct	on	this—and	the	vast	majority	of	
scripture	scholars	agree	that	we	are—then	to	what	
degree	are	the	stories	we	read	in	Joshua,	Judges,	
Ruth,	1	&	2	Samuel	and	1	&	2	Kings	historically	

accurate,	and	to	what	degree	are	they	etiological;	
that	is,	to	what	degree	do	the	stories	explain current	

history,	rather	than	accurately	recount
past	history?	
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To	answer	that	question,	we	
turn	to	archaeology.		
What	do	we	know about	
Jericho	from	its	
archaeological	remains?
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Aerial	view	of	Tell	es-Sultan,	ancient	Jericho,	scarred	with	trenches	from	many	past	digs.		
The	“tell”	is	a	mound	of	23	settlements	dating	back	to	9,000	B.C.,	

the	oldest	continuously-inhabited	city	in	the	world.
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The	British	engineer,	Charles	Warren,	first	
excavated	nine	tells,	or	mounds,	in	the	Jordan	
Valley,	including	Tell	es-Sultan,	in	1867-1868	to	
determine	whether	they	were	natural	or	artificial	
mounds.		He	concluded:

“As	a	general	result	on	the	completion	of	these	

excavations	it	may	be	said	for	a	certainty	that	these	

mounds	are	artificial	throughout.”2

Ernst	Sellin and	Carl	Watzinger next	conducted	a	
joint	Austro-German	expedition	from	1907-1909	
and	again	in	1911,	concluding	that	Jericho	was	
unwalled and	unoccupied	during	the	Late	Bronze	
period	(c.	1550-1200	B.C.),	the	time	when	the	
Israelites	first	arrived	in	Canaan.3

2 Charles	Warren.		Underground	Jerusalem (London:		Richard	
Bently &	Son,	1876),	p.	196.

3 Ernst	Sellin and	Carl	Watzinger.		Jericho:		Die	Ergebnisse der	
Ausgrabunger (Leipzig:		J.C.	Hinrichs,	1913).
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British	archaeologist	John	Garstang then	mounted	the	
third	major	excavation	at	Tell	es-Sultan	from	1930-1936.		
He	excavated	a	collapsed	double	city	wall	at	the	summit	
of	the	tell	that	he	dated	to	the	late-15th to	early	14th-
century,	as	well	as	a	residential	area	on	the	southeast	
slope	of	the	mound,	which	he	designated	“City	IV,”	an	
area	that	had	been	thoroughly	destroyed	by	a	violent	
conflagration.

Garstang concluded	that	City	IV	burnt	around	1400	B.C.,	
based	on	pottery	found	amidst	the	debris.		He	
concluded:

“In	a	word,	in	all	material	details	and	in	date	the	fall	of	Jericho	

took	place	as	described	in	the	Biblical	narrative.		Our	

demonstration	is	limited,	however,	to	material	observations:		

the	walls	fell,	shaken	apparently	by	earthquake,	and	the	city	

was	destroyed	by	fire,	about	1400	B.C.		These	are	the	basic	

facts	resulting	from	our	investigations.		The	link	with	Joshua	

and	the	Israelites	is	only	circumstantial	but	it	seems	to	be	solid	

and	without	a	flaw.”4

4 John	Garstang.		“Jericho	and	the	Biblical	Story,”	in	Wonders	of	the	Past,

ed.	J.A.	Hammerton (New	York:		Wise,	1937),	p.	1222.	
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British	archaeologist	Kathleen	Kenyon	was	
the	first	person	to	introduce	rigorous	
stratigraphic	excavation	techniques	and	soil	
and	debris	layer	analyses	to	Tell	es-Sultan.		

Kenyon	excavated	from	1952-1958,	and	her	
work	determined	that	Garstang’s destruction	
of	City	IV,	which	he	dated	to	about	1400	B.C.,	
occurred,	in	fact,	at	the	end	of	the	Middle	
Bronze	Age,	about	1550	B.C.,	150-200	years	
before	the	biblical	account	of	Jericho’s	
destruction.5

Based	on	Kenyon’s	conclusions,	there	was	no	
fortified	Late	Bronze	Age	city	at	Jericho	for	
Joshua	to	conquer.		The	archaeological	
evidence	flatly	contradicts	the	biblical	
account.
5 Kathleen	Kenyon.		Digging	Up	Jericho	(London:		Ernest	Benn,	
1957),	p.	262.

Kathleen	Kenyon	(1906-1978)
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More	recently,	archaeologists	have	
used	Carbon	14	dating	on	six	grain	
samples	from	the	destruction	level	of	
Tel	es-Sultan’s	City	IV,	resulting	in	dates	
between	1640	and	1520,	as	well	as	
twelve	charcoal	samples,	resulting	in	
dates	between	1690	and	1610	B.C.,	
confirming	Kathleen	Kenyon’s	findings	
that	ancient	Jericho	had	been	
destroyed	150-200	years	before	the	
Israelites	arrived	in	Canaan.6

6 H.	Bruins	and	J.	van	der	Plight.		“Tell	es-Sultan	(Jericho):		
Radiocarbon	results	of	shortlived cereal	and	multiyear	charcoal	
samples	from	the	end	of	the	Middle	Brone Age,”	Radiocarbon 37	
(1995),	p.	217.	
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I	need	to	ponder	
that!

Well,	that	seems	to	confirm	that	the	historicity	of	
the	fall	of	Jericho	as	it	is	presented	in	Joshua	is	

doubtful.		Written	900-1,000	years	after	the	events	it	
describes,	Joshua—and	the	other	books	that	make	
up	“Deuteronomic history”—should	not	be	read	as	
historically	accurate	reporting,	but	as	literary	works,	

stories	crafted	to	define	Israel’s	self-identity	
in	the	post-Babylonian	world.	
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1. Where	did	Joshua	get	the	idea	of	circling	Jericho	six	
times	and	then	on	the	seventh	day	circling	it	seven	
times,	giving	a	great	shout	and	then	charging	straight	
into	the	city?

2. Once	the	Israelites	enter	Jericho,	what	do	they	do	with	
it?

3. What	ever	happened	to	Rahab	and	her	family?
4. Joshua	placed	a	curse	on	anyone	who	attempted	to	

rebuild	Jericho.		What	was	the	curse,	and	to	whom	did	
it	happen?

5. What	is	the	difference	between	history	and	etiology?
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