
Lesson	#12

Esther,	Part	1

(2:	19	– 10:	3)
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As	we	learned,	Ezra	and	Nehemiah	told	the	story	of	those	who	had	returned from	
the	Babylonian	captivity;	Esther	tells	the	story	of	those	who	stayed	behind	in	
Persia.		And	what	a	story	it	is!

The	Greco-Persian	wars	began	in	499	B.C.	under	the	Persian	king	Darius	I,	and	they	
continued	throughout	the	reigns	of	Xerxes	and	Artaxerxes,	ending	in	449	B.C.		The	
story	of	Esther	opens	in	483	B.C.	during	the	run	up	to	Xerxes’	campaign	against	the	
Greeks.		Xerxes	had	invited	to	Susa	all	of	his	most	important	officials	from	the	127	
provinces	of	Persia,	stretching	from	India	to	Cush,	entertaining	them	with	a	great	
banquet,	the	men	in	one	luxurious	hall	and	the	women	in	another,	as	was	the	
ancient	custom.		After	a	7-day	feasting	and	drinking	party,	Xerxes	commanded	his	
queen,	Vashti,	to	“display	her	beauty”	to	Xerxes’	now	drunken	guests.		She	
refused.		In	a	fit	of	pique,	Xerxes	issued	a	decree	throughout	the	Empire	that	all	
women	must	obey	their	husbands,	and	he	promptly	banished	Vashti	from	the	
royal	marriage	bed.

Then	he	left	for	the	war.
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Xerxes	had	thrown	the	party	in	Susa	to	garner	support	for	the	2nd	 Persian	invasion	
of	Greece,	480-479	B.C.		Although	he	did	get	the	support,	the	extravaganza	in	Susa	
was	a	personal	disaster	for	him—at	least	on	the	home	front.

Then	he	went	off	to	war with	a	huge	army	and	a	massive	naval	armada.		Engaging	
the	Greeks	at	Thermopylae	(the	“Hot	Gates”),	Xerxes	thrashed	his	enemy	(and	the	
vastly	outnumbered	Spartans	who	died	defending	the	narrow	pass	at	
Thermopylae	won	eternal	glory	in	one	of	history’s	most	famous	“last	stands”).		
Emboldened	by	his	victory	at	Thermopylae,	Xerxes	torched	Athens	and	brought	his	
navy	into	play	at	the	narrow	straits	of	Salamis.		Although	Xerxes’	navy	vastly	
outnumbered	the	Greek’s	navy,	the	sheer	number	of	ships	jammed	into	the	
narrow	strait	put	Xerxes’	at	a	severe	disadvantage.		As	a	result	of	the	chaos	and	
confusion,	most	of	Xerxes’	ships	went	to	the	bottom	of	the	sea.

Xerxes	crawled	home,	defeated.
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Once	home,	Xerxes	plunged	into	a	dark	pit	of	depression.		
Losing	the	Battle	of	Salamis—not	to	mention	most	of	his	
navy—Xerxes	now	missed	his	queen,	Vashti,	too!		How	could	
he	have	been	so	stupid	as	to	issue	that	dumb	decree?

Worried	about	their	king,	Xerxes’	attendants	proposed	an	
intriguing	antidote	to	his	despair:		an	Empire-wide	beauty	
contest	to	find	the	kingdom’s	most	beautiful	and	sexually-
gifted	virgin	to	be	Xerxes’	new	wife!		

In	the	end,	Esther	wins	the	contest,	and	she	becomes	queen	
of	Persia!
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Now,	in	Lesson	#12,	we	learn	that	Esther’s	relative	Mordacai
the	Jew—a	minor	court	official—snubs	Haman,	one	of	Xerxes’	
high-level	officials.		Not	one	to	let	an	insult	pass,	Haman	plots	
not	only	Mordacai’s downfall,	but	the	slaughter	of	all	the	Jews	
in	the	Persian	Empire	.	.	.	on	a	single	day!

Esther	learns	of	the	evil	plan,	and	only	she	is	capable	of	
thwarting	it.		But	will	she?		Xerxes	doesn’t	know	that	Esther	is	
a	Jew,	for	Mordacai had	told	her	to	hide	her	heritage,	lest	it	
put	her	out	of	the	running	in	the	beauty	contest.		So,	to	save	
the	Jews	she	must	put	herself	at	risk,	admitting	that	she,	too,	
is	a	Jew.		If	the	plan	doesn’t	work,	she	will	be	killed	with	the	
rest	of	the	Hebrew	people.
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Oh,	my!		I’m	waiting	
with	bated	breath	to	
find	out	what	will	

happen!

I	always	thought	
your	breath	

smelled	like	bait.		
Ha,	ha,	ha!
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Rembrandt.		Esther	Preparing	to	Intercede	with	Assuerus (oil	on	canvas),	1633.
National	Gallery	of	Canada,	Ottawa.
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“When the virgins were assembled a 
second time, Mordecai was sitting at 
the king’s gate. But Esther had kept 
secret her family background and 
nationality just as Mordecai had told 
her to do, for she continued to follow 
Mordecai’s instructions as she had done 
when he was bringing her up . . . 
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. . . During the time Mordecai was 
sitting at the king’s gate, Bigthana
and Teresh, two of the king’s 
officers who guarded the doorway, 
became angry and conspired to 
assassinate King Xerxes . . . 
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. . . But Mordecai found out about the plot 
and told Queen Esther, who in turn reported 
it to the king, giving credit to Mordecai.
And when the report was investigated and 
found to be true, the two officials were 
impaled on poles. All this was recorded in 
the book of the annals in the presence of 
the king.”

(2: 19-23)



So,	Mordecai	overheard	the	
assassination	plot,	told	Esther,	
who	then	told	the	king.		The	two	
scoundrels—Bigthana and	
Teresh—were	then	impaled	on	
pointy	poles,	a	particularly	nasty	
method	of	execution	favored	by	
the	Persians.

The	whole	affair	was	entered	into	
the	“annals	of	the	king,”	the	
Congressional	Record,	if	you	will.

Esther,	Part	2 11



12Esther,	Part	2

Antoine	Caron.		Bigthana and	Teresh Plotting	against	the	King	(pen	and	brown	ink	drawing),	c.	1560.
State	Graphics	Collection,	Munich	Culture	Institute,	Munich.
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The	“Behistun Inscriptions”	(on	Mt.	Behistun in	the	Kermanshah	Province	of	Iran),	c.	522-486	B.C.	
describe	the	conquests	of	Darius,	Xerxes’	father,	who	boasts	that	he	impaled	many	of	his	enemies.

Source:		https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Behistun_Inscription
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“After these events, King Xerxes honored 
Haman son of Hammedatha, the 
Agagite, elevating him and giving him a seat 
of honor higher than that of all the other 
nobles. All the royal officials at the king’s 
gate knelt down and paid honor to Haman, 
for the king had commanded this concerning 
him. But Mordecai would not kneel down or 
pay him honor.”

(3: 1-2)



So,	Xerxes	promotes	Haman	the	
Agagite to	the	position	of	Grand	
Vizier	of	Persia,	the	“middle-man”	
between	the	king	and	his	subjects,	
second	only	to	the	king	himself.
To	show	respect,	all	the	king’s	
officials	and	subjects	must	bow	
down	to	Haman,	but	Mordecai	the	
Jew	will	not	do	it.		
A	Jew	bows	only	to	God.
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That’s	going	to	get	
Mordecai	into	big	

trouble!

You	can	say	that	
again!
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“Then the royal officials at the king’s 
gate asked Mordecai, ‘Why do you 
disobey the king’s command?’  Day after 
day they spoke to him but he refused to 
comply.  Therefore they told Haman 
about it to see whether Mordecai’s 
behavior would be tolerated, for he had 
told them he was a Jew . . . 



18Esther,	Part	2

. . . When Haman saw that Mordecai 
would not kneel down or pay him honor, 
he was enraged. Yet having learned who 
Mordecai’s people were, he scorned the 
idea of killing only Mordecai. Instead 
Haman looked for a way to destroy all 
Mordecai’s people, the Jews, throughout 
the whole kingdom of Xerxes.”

(3: 3-6)



Haman	is	a	vicious	little	twit!		
It’s	not	enough	to	kill	
Mordecai:		he	will	kill	all the	
Jews	in	the	Persian	Empire!

In	a	wickedly	clever	scheme,	
he	selects	the	date	on	which	
it	will	happen:
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“In the twelfth year of King Xerxes, 
in the first month, the month of 
Nisan, the pur (that is, the lot) was 
cast in the presence of Haman to 
select a day and month. And the 
lot fell on the twelfth month, the 
month of Adar.”

(3: 7)



Not	me.	

Esther,	Part	2

At	this	point	Esther	has	
been	Xerxes’	wife	for	five	

years,	and	he	still	
doesn’t	know	that	she’s	

a	Jew!

The	twelfth	year	of	king	Xerxes	would	
be	474	B.C.,	and	the	month	of	Nisan	is		

March/April	on	our	Gregorian	
calendar.		That’s	when	Haman	hatches	
his	plan.	The	day	of	the	holocaust	is	
chosen	by	lot	[ּפּור,	or	pur],	and	it	falls	

on	Adar,	the	month	of	March.
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How	will	Haman	
get	Xerxes	to	buy	

into	this?

Haman’s	a	
clever	fellow.		

Watch!
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“Then Haman said to King Xerxes, ‘There is 
a certain people dispersed among the peoples 
in all the provinces of your kingdom who 
keep themselves separate.  Their customs are 
different from those of all other people, and 
they do not obey the king’s laws; it is not 
in the king’s best interest to tolerate them.
If it pleases the king, let a decree be issued 
to destroy them, and I will give ten 
thousand talents of silver to the king’s 
administrators for the royal treasury’ . . .
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. . . So the king took his signet 
ring from his finger and gave it to 
Haman son of Hammedatha, the 
Agagite, the enemy of the Jews.
‘Keep the money,’ the king said to 
Haman, ‘and do with the people as 
you please.’”

(3: 8-11)



Recall	that	during	the	latter	
years	of	Cyrus	and	throughout	
the	reign	of	Cambyses	(538-
522	B.C.)	opposition	to	the	
Jews	rebuilding	the	temple	in	
Jerusalem	stopped	all	work	on	
it.		Only	during	the	reign	of	
Darius	(521-486	B.C.)	was	the	
temple	finally	completed	in	
516	B.C.
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And	recall,	too,	that	at	the	beginning	
of	Xerxes’	reign	(486	B.C.)	written	
accusations	were	made	against	the	
Jews	of	Judah	and	Jerusalem	(Ezra	4:	
6),	accusing	them	of	being	trouble	
makers	and	a	threat	to	the	Empire.		
In	the	early	years	of	Xerxes’	reign	he	
faced	multiple	revolts	throughout	
the	Empire,	putting	down	serious	
rebellions	in	Babylon	and	Egypt	in	
485	B.C.		And,	of	course,	Xerxes	was	
consumed	with	the	Greco-Persian	
War	that	he	had	inherited	from	his	
father,	as	we	have	seen.
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So,	this	information	about	the	Jews	
keeping	separate	and	not	obeying	the	
Persian	laws	was	a	minor	problem	in	
Xerxes’	mind—a	small	blip	on	the	

radar—and		he	willingly	delegated	its	
solution	to	Haman.

We	see	Xerxes	allowing	Haman	to	
exterminate	the	Jews	as	a	horrific	
action	of	global	signifiance,	but	in	
the	context	of	the	bigger	problems	
Xerxes	faced,	it	was	way	down	at	
the	bottom	of	his	priority	list.
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Humm.		I	had	
never	thought	of	it	

that	way!



So,	the	decree	went	out	to	all	127	
provinces—written	in	the	name	of	the	
king	and	sealed	with	his	signet	ring—
that	on	the	13th day	of	the	12th month	
of	Adar	(March	7,	473	BC.)	it	was	open	
season	on	the	Jews:		“destroy,	kill	and	
annihilate	all	the	Jews—young	and	

old,	women	and	children—on	a	single	

day” (3:	14).		Anyone	who	killed	a	Jew	
could	confiscate	his	property.

And	like	the	decree	regarding	Vashti,	
it	could	not	be	revoked!
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Esther,	of	course,	knows	nothing	
about	any	of	this.		She	was	busy	
going	about	her	queenly	business	
of	“pleasing”	the	king.
Her	relative,	Mordecai,	however,	
did	know.		Learning	of	the	decree—
now	posted	publically—Mordecai	
wept,	wailed,	put	on	sackcloth	and	
covered	his	head	with	ashes.		When	
Esther	heard	about	Mordecai’s	
behavior,	she	sent	her	servant,	
Hathak,	to	find	out	what	in	the	
world	had	happened.
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Desperate,	Mordecai	
knows	that	Esther	is	the	
Jews’	only	hope.		
Perhaps	she	can	
persuade	the	king	to	call	
off	the	slaughter.		But	we	
know	that	the	decree	is	
irrevocable,	and	besides,	
Esther	cannot	do	it!
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“Hathak went back and reported to Esther 
what Mordecai had said. Then she instructed 
him to say to Mordecai, ’All the king’s 
officials and the people of the royal provinces 
know that for any man or woman who 
approaches the king in the inner court 
without being summoned the king has but one 
law: that they be put to death, unless the 
king extends the gold scepter to them and 
spares their lives. But thirty days have 
passed since I was called to go to the king.’”

(4: 9-11)
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Ah,	oh!		
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“When Esther’s words were reported to 
Mordecai, he sent back this answer: ‘Do not 
think that because you are in the king’s 
house you alone of all the Jews will escape.
For if you remain silent at this time, 
relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise 
from another place, but you and your father’s 
family will perish. And who knows but that 
you have come to your royal position for such 
a time as this?’” 

(4: 12-14)
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Well,	that’s	certainly	
putting	pressure	on	

Esther!
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“Then Esther sent this reply to 
Mordecai: ‘Go, gather together all the 
Jews who are in Susa, and fast for 
me. Do not eat or drink for three days, 
night or day.  I and my attendants 
will fast as you do. When this is 
done, I will go to the king, even 
though it is against the law. And if I 
perish, I perish.’”

(4: 15-16)



Not	me.	

Esther,	Part	2

I	think	Esther	
has	something	
up	her	sleeve.

So,	after	three	days	of	
fasting,	Esther	will	go	to	
Xerxes.		But	what	will	she	

say?		What	will	she	do?		The	
decree	can’t	be	revoked!
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“On the third day Esther put on her royal 
robes and stood in the inner court of the 
palace, in front of the king’s hall. The king 
was sitting on his royal throne in the hall, 
facing the entrance. When he saw Queen 
Esther standing in the court, he was pleased 
with her and held out to her the gold scepter 
that was in his hand. So Esther approached 
and touched the tip of the scepter . . . 



John	Everett	Mallais.		Esther (oil	on	canvas),	1865.
Private	collection.
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. . . Then the king asked, ‘What is it, Queen 
Esther? What is your request? Even up to 
half the kingdom, it will be given you.’  ’If 
it pleases the king,’ replied Esther, ‘let the 
king, together with Haman, come today to a 
banquet I have prepared for him.’  ‘Bring 
Haman at once,’ the king said, ‘so that we 
may do what Esther asks.’”

(5: 1-5a)
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“So the king and Haman went to the 
banquet Esther had prepared. As 
they were drinking wine, the king 
again asked Esther, ‘Now what is 
your petition? It will be given you. 
And what is your request?  Even up 
to half the kingdom, it will be 
granted’ . . .



Jan	Lievens.		The	Feast	of	Esther	(oil	on	canvas),	c.	1625.
North	Carolina	Museum	of	Art,	Raleigh,	North	Carolina.
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. . . Esther replied, ‘My petition and my 
request is this: If the king regards me with 
favor and if it pleases the king to grant my 
petition and fulfill my request, let the king 
and Haman come tomorrow to the banquet I 
will prepare for them. Then I will answer 
the king’s question.’”

(5: 5b-8)
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Ah,	ha!		So,	Esther	gets	
to	look	Haman	in	the	

eye—sizing	him	up—and	
she	builds	the	suspense.		

Smart!

Just	wait	‘till	she	
pulls	the	rug	out	

from	under	
Haman!
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“Haman went out that day happy 
and in high spirits. But when he 
saw Mordecai at the king’s gate 
and observed that he neither rose 
nor showed fear in his presence, he 
was filled with rage against 
Mordecai. Nevertheless, Haman 
restrained himself and went home.”

(5: 9-10a)
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Oooo!		That’s	got	to	
stick	in	Haman’s	

craw.
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“Calling together his friends and 
Zeresh, his wife, Haman boasted to 
them about his vast wealth, his 
many sons, and all the ways the king 
had honored him and how he had 
elevated him above the other nobles 
and officials . . .
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Like	so	many	self-
absorbed,	narcissistic	men,	
Haman	boasts	about	his	
vast	wealth,	his	sons,	his	
many	honors	.	.	.	and	his	

women.	
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. . . ‘And that’s not all,’ Haman 
added. ‘I’m the only person Queen 
Esther invited to accompany the king 
to the banquet she gave. And she 
has invited me along with the king 
tomorrow. But all this gives me no 
satisfaction as long as I see that Jew 
Mordecai sitting at the king’s gate.’”

(5: 10b-13)
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Haman	chaffs	at	what	he	
perceives	to	be	a	personal	
insult.		Even	with	all	his	

success,	Haman	can’t	shake	
off	Mordecai’s	refusal	to	bow	

down	to	him	and	lick	his	
boots.		What	a	jerk!	

Haman’s	wife	knows	
how	to	deal	with	
him,	though.
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“His wife Zeresh and all his friends 
said to him, ‘Have a pole set up, 
reaching to a height of fifty cubits 
[75 feet], and ask the king in the 
morning to have Mordecai impaled on 
it. Then go with the king to the 
banquet and enjoy yourself.’ This 
suggestion delighted Haman, and he 
had the pole set up.”

(5: 14)



The	scene	is	set	for	Haman’s	
revenge	on	the	old	Jew,	
Mordecai.		Haman	has	a	
gallows	built,	75	feet	high,	
with	a	pointy	pole	mounted	
atop	it,	so	all	can	see.

Ah,	sweet	revenge!

Meanwhile,	back	at	the	
palace	.	.	.
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“That night the king could not sleep; so he 
ordered the book of the chronicles, the 
record of his reign, to be brought in and 
read to him. It was found recorded there 
that Mordecai had exposed Bigthana and 
Teresh, two of the king’s officers who 
guarded the doorway, who had conspired to 
assassinate King Xerxes.  ‘What honor and 
recognition has Mordecai received for this?’ 
the king asked . . . 
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. . . ‘Nothing has been done for him,’ his 
attendants answered.  The king said, ‘Who is 
in the court?’  Now Haman had just entered 
the outer court of the palace to speak to 
the king about impaling Mordecai on the 
pole he had set up for him.  His attendants 
answered, ‘Haman is standing in the court.’
‘Bring him in,’ the king ordered.”

(6: 1-5)
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Ha,	ha,	ha!		
I	can	see	what’s	

coming!
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“When Haman entered, the king asked him, 
‘What should be done for the man the king 
delights to honor?’  Now Haman thought to 
himself, ‘Who is there that the king would 
rather honor than me?’  So he answered the 
king, ‘For the man the king delights to 
honor, have them bring a royal robe the 
king has worn and a horse the king has 
ridden, one with a royal crest placed on its 
head . . .
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. . . Then let the robe and horse be 
entrusted to one of the king’s most noble 
princes. Let them robe the man the king 
delights to honor, and lead him on the 
horse through the city streets, proclaiming 
before him, ‘This is what is done for the 
man the king delights to honor!’”

(6: 6-9)
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Yikes!
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“‘Go at once,’ the king commanded 
Haman. ‘Get the robe and the horse 
and do just as you have suggested 
for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the 
king’s gate. Do not neglect anything 
you have recommended . . . 
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Ha,	ha,	ha!		
I	knew	it!
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. . . So Haman got the robe and the 
horse. He robed Mordecai, and led him 
on horseback through the city streets, 
proclaiming before him, ‘This is what 
is done for the man the king delights 
to honor!’ . . . 



Pieter	Lastman.		The	Triumph	of	Mordecai	(oil	on	panel),	1624.
Rembrandt	House	Museum,	Amsterdam.
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. . . Afterward Mordecai returned to the king’s gate. 
But Haman rushed home, with his head covered in 
grief, and told Zeresh his wife and all his friends 
everything that had happened to him.  His advisers 
and his wife Zeresh said to him, ‘Since Mordecai, 
before whom your downfall has started, is of Jewish 
origin, you cannot stand against him—you will surely 
come to ruin!’  While they were still talking with 
him, the king’s eunuchs arrived and hurried Haman 
away to the banquet Esther had prepared.”

(6: 10-14)
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“So the king and Haman went to 
Queen Esther’s banquet, and as they 
were drinking wine on the second day, 
the king again asked, ‘Queen Esther, 
what is your petition? It will be 
given you. What is your request? 
Even up to half the kingdom, it will 
be granted’ . . .
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. . . Then Queen Esther answered, ‘If I have 
found favor with you, Your Majesty, and if 
it pleases you, grant me my life—this is my 
petition. And spare my people—this is my 
request. For I and my people have been sold 
to be destroyed, killed and annihilated. If 
we had merely been sold as male and female 
slaves, I would have kept quiet, because no 
such distress would justify disturbing the 
king.”

(7: 1-4)



Not	me.	

Esther,	Part	2

This	is	great	
story	telling!

Esther	has	set	this	up	
perfectly!		I	can	just	see	

sweat	forming	on	Haman’s	
brow	and	the	look	of	fear	
creeping	into	his	eyes!
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“King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, ‘Who is 
he? Where is he—the man who has dared to 
do such a thing?  Esther said, ‘An adversary 
and enemy! This vile Haman!’  Then Haman 
was terrified before the king and queen.
The king got up in a rage, left his wine and 
went out into the palace garden. But Haman, 
realizing that the king had already decided 
his fate, stayed behind to beg Queen Esther 
for his life.”

(7: 5-6)



Ernest	Normand.		Esther	Denouncing	Haman	(oil	on	canvas),	1888.
Sunderland	Museums,	Tyne	and	Wear,	England.
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“Just as the king returned from the 
palace garden to the banquet hall, 
Haman was falling on the 
couch where Esther was reclining.  
The king exclaimed, ‘Will he even 
molest the queen . . . As soon as 
the word left the king’s mouth, they 
covered Haman’s face . . .



Edward	Armatage.		The	Festival	of	Esther	(oil	on	canvas),	1865.
Royal	Academy	of	Arts,	London.
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. . . Then Harbona, one of the 
eunuchs attending the king, said, ‘A 
pole reaching to a height of fifty 
cubits stands by Haman’s house. He 
had it set up for Mordecai, who 
spoke up to help the king.’  The 
king said, ‘Impale him on it!’”

(7: 8-9)



Engraving	from	Justi Lipsi’s De	cruce libri tres ad	sacram profanamque historiam utiles,	1593.
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“That same day King Xerxes gave Queen 
Esther the estate of Haman, the enemy of 
the Jews. And Mordecai came into the 
presence of the king, for Esther had told 
how he was related to her. The king 
took off his signet ring, which he had 
reclaimed from Haman, and presented it to 
Mordecai. And Esther appointed him over 
Haman’s estate.”

(8: 1-2)
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What	goes	around,	comes	
around,	Dude!		But	how	will	
the	Jews	be	saved,	since	
Xerxes’	decree	that	all	the	
Jews	be	killed	in	a	single	day	

cannot	be	revoked?

Wait	‘till	you	see!		
Xerxes	can’t	revoke	the	
first	edict,	but	he	can	
issue	a	second	one!



75Esther,	Part	2

“The king’s edict granted the Jews in every 
city the right to assemble and protect 
themselves; to destroy, kill and annihilate the 
armed men of any nationality or province 
who might attack them and their women and 
children, and to plunder the property of their 
enemies. The day appointed for the Jews to 
do this in all the provinces of King Xerxes 
was the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, 
the month of Adar.”

(8: 11-12)
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Ah,	ha!		So,	on	the	day	
appointed	for	all	the	Jews	to	be	

slaughtered,	the	Jews	are	
allowed	to	arm	themselves	and	
fight	back,	killing	anyone	who	

attacks	them	.	.	.	and	to	
confiscate	their	property!

Sweet!
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And	Mordecai	
replaces	Haman	as	
Grand	Vizier	of	

Persia!



What	a	great	story!		Esther	and	Mordecai	save	
the	Jews,	and	in	doing	so	provide	the	
background	story	for	the	Jewish	feast	of	Purim,	
the	“casting	of	the	lots.”

But	notice	again	that	there	is	not	a	single	
mention	of	God	in	the	story;	it	is	Esther	and	
Mordecai	who	save	the	Jews	through	their	own	
actions,	not	God’s.		You	can	understand	why	
the	Rabbis	were	reluctant	to	include	Esther	in	
the	canon	of	the	Hebrew	Scriptures,	and	you	
can	see	why	the	later	Greek	version	added	
material	to	bring	God	into	the	story.

Without	the	Greek	additions,	the	Council	of	
Trent	may	not	have	included	Esther	into	the	
Roman	Catholic	canon.
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But,	the	story	as	we	have	it	in	the	
Hebrew	version	teaches	a	much	more	
subtle	lesson.		Those	Jews	who	returned	
to	Jerusalem	from	the	Babylonian	
captivity	did	so	out	of	religious	motives:		
that	is	clear	in	both	Ezra	and	Nehemiah.

The	Jews	throughout	Persia	who	stayed	
behind	seem	to	have	abandoned	God.		
But	God	has	not	abandoned	them.		He	
said	in	Exodus	4:	22,	“Israel	is	my	

firstborn	son,” and	in	Deuteronomy	31:	
6,	“[I]	will	never	leave	you	or	forsake	
you.”
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The	turning	point	in	our	story	is	Esther	5:	4,	
where	Esther	says	to	Xerxes:		“Let	the	king,	
together	with	Haman,	come	today to	a	banquet	

I	have	prepared	for	him.”

The	Hebrew	reads:

ְָהָמן וֶַּמֶל: הָבֹוא יְ טֹוב ִאם־ַעל־ַהֶּמֶלךוַּתֹאֶמר ֶאְסֵּתר 
Dֽו׃ֲאֶׁשר־ָעִׂשיִתי ֶאל־ַהִּמְׁשֶּתהַּיֹום ה

The	four	words	in	Hebrew	translated	“Let	the	
king,	together	with	Haman,	come	today”	begin	
with	Y-H-W-H,	the	personal,	intimate	name	of	
God.

In	the	Hebrew	text	of	Esther,	God	is	off	stage,		
standing	in	the	shadows,	still	watching	over	his	
people!
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Read	right	to	left
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How	cool	is	that!



1. Much	feminist	literary	criticism	contrasts	Vashti	
with	Esther,	pointing	out	that	they	are	polar	
opposites.		How	so?

2. Why	is	Esther	initially	reluctant	to	confront	
Xerxes	about	his	decree	to	kill	all	the	Jews?		

3. How	would	you	describe	Mordecai’s	behavior	in	
the	story?

4. There	are	several	clever	reversals	in	the	story.		
What	are	some	of	them?

5. Why	do	you	think	Artaxerxes	is	so	amenable	to	
allowing	Ezra	and	Nehemiah	to	return	and	
rebuild	Jerusalem?

82Esther,	Part	2



Copyright	©	2018	by	Logos	Educational	Corporation
All rights reserved. No part of this course—audio, video, photography, maps,
timelines or other media—may be reproduced or transmitted in any form by
any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording or by
any information storage or retrieval devices without permission in writing or a
licensing agreement from the copyright holder.

Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All Rights
Reserved. No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the
copyright owner.

Esther,	Part	2 83


